
LINN COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

February 7, 2012

Attendees
Marilyn Scheffler, President
Betty Goergen, 1st Vice President
Marie Madison, Secretary
Dan Borg, Treasurer
Susan Morton, OMGA Representative
Bev Hall, Member at Large
Traudy Shawger, Member at Large
Larry Steele, Demonstration Garden
Sheryl Casteen, Gardening in the PNW Brown Bag-Lebanon chair
Rich Little
Betty Anderson

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am by Marilyn Scheffler in the Downing Room of 
OSU-Linn County Extension.

Minutes: January minutes were unanimously accepted as amended. Susan Morton moved and 
Betty Goergen seconded the motion.

Treasurer's Report: A printed report was not prepared. The account balance as of January 31 
was $8444. Dan deposited $575 and paid out $130 to cover expenses. One check to cover 
dues has not gone through the bank. Dan will follow up on this.

It was decided that the audit completed in October was sufficient and an additional audit through 
the end of January was not required.

Budget: The proposed budget was presented for discussion.
• Sheryl stated the $300 of the remaining grant monies for Planting Seeds of Change was 

to be spent on Junior Master Gardener handbooks and $200 for fencing material.
• Sue Morton stated that the Plant Sale budget was acceptable as presented.
• Reference money is intended for the purchase of two new books for the MG desk.
• The Service Bar program was accepted at an earlier board meeting but no action was 

taken. After some discussion regarding appropriateness of the program, Sue Morton 
moved and Bev Hall seconded a motion to add $250 to the budget to cover the start-up 
costs for this program. Motion was passed unanimously. The Association secretary will 
be responsible for verifying hours volunteered.

Mentor Luncheon: The luncheon is scheduled for February 16 at 11:30 am. All dishes need to 
be “plate” type (no soups) and need to be there by 11 am. Sue and Bev volunteered to help set 
up. We need to provide plates, eating utensils, etc.

Committee Fair: The purpose of this is to acquaint our trainees of our committees and projects. 
The date was unclear and Marilyn will obtain the correct date and share it with the Board later. 
All committee chairs or a representative should have a display, poster, or something to 
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show/explain the activity on that date.

Member meetings:  Gail Langellotto is scheduled to talk at the April meeting. It was decided 
Urban Sustainability was preferred instead of GMOs as her topic. The February meeting is on 
February 14 at LBCC room 222 in Lebanon. A short meeting will be at 6:30 pm with Loren 
Russell's talk about rock gardens to begin at 7 pm. Pam Opfer is organizing car pools. Several 
Board members offered to take extra people.  Larry Steele mentioned a new 6-8 acre 
Japanese/Chinese style garden on Sulfur Springs Rd in Corvallis that was open to the public. 
He suggested it might be a possibility for a summer tour. Grafting tomatoes might be a topic for 
a fall meeting. Betty will contact someone at U&D Nursery, who provided one for the Demo 
Garden this year, for more information.

Insect Project: Rich Little is applying for an Extension Education Grant through OMGA for a 
native pollinators project. It will involve 1-2 presentations to educate the public about pollinators: 
what they are, what they do, why they need help and how to provide that help. He will provide 
instructions for making bumble bee and mason bee houses. He might make some to give to 
volunteers who are willing to use them then give a report on their experience. Some of the 
houses will be placed in the Demo Garden. Future grant requests may be made for Beneficial 
Insects and Invasive Insects.

Project Proposals:
• Living Rock Studio in Brownsville has a problem with invasive weeds. A request has 

been made to have Master Gardeners come out to teach the owner how to deal with 
them. Marilyn stated that she referred the owner to a speaker at the Soil and Water 
Conservation District meeting whose topic was invasive weeds.

• Nan VanSandt of Brownsville wanted to have Central Linn School garden be an 
acceptable project for MG presence. The Board stated that it would be like all the other 
school gardens in which MGs are currently involved and it was a recognized project.

Committee Reports:
• Garden Tour by Marie Madison. Vickie Donne, Sharon Richards and Marie have met and 

talked about last year's tour. Marie and Sharon met again to outline what they thought 
was needed for this year's tour. The first organizational meeting is Thursday, February 9 
at 1 pm in the Downing Room.  Nancy Messman has obtained six gardens to date.

• Plant Sale by Sue Morton. The organizational meeting was on Friday, February 3. Many 
volunteers including three trainees attended. At the suggestion of a trainee, hanging 
baskets and color balls will be for sale for Mother's Day. Sue will deliver the signed 
insurance form and contract to the Fairgrounds. A check for the rent was obtained from 
Dan which will be delivered at the same time. Sue has several sub-committees so sees 
no need for a co-chair. Vickie Donne is working on bookmarks for advertising; pricing will 
be by the size of the pot except for extra special items; Wendy Nishimura is moving to 
Hillsboro and donated some beautiful ceramic pot sets. Sue plans to protect the table 
tops with plastic and the floors with canvas. Next meeting is on March 2 at the Cascade 
Grill. At that time they will decide what annuals to start. Sheryl will take all the left over 
plants for a Seeds of Change plant sale. Dan agreed to be on site to handle the money.

Gardening 101 is not part of the Plant Sale agenda. The consensus of the Board was 
that people come to a plant sale to buy plants and are not interested in attending an 
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educational event, so no Gardening 101 will be offered.

• Demonstration Garden by Larry Steele. The Home Show was the first event of the year 
to tie the Demonstration Garden to Fairground activities. The demonstrations were not 
well attended, but 172 individuals stopped by to talk to the 17 volunteers who staffed the 
booth. Three of the volunteers were trainees. Questions were generated. Sheryl will 
follow-up on questions involving school gardens: Albany Public Options School raised 
bed garden and Memorial School courtyard. The question about pollination of hazelnuts 
was referred to Debbie Mode. Marilyn will follow-up on the request for radio station 
speakers.

• Gardening in the PNW Brown Bag series by Sheryl Casteen. Attendance has been 
phenomenal – averaging 45-55 people who arrive at 11:30 am and stay until 1:30 pm. 
Even though the training class was in process, 10 attendees requested information for 
the next class. Sheryl also mentioned that Planting Seeds of Change is offering three 
demonstration classes at Seven Oaks Middle School that MGs are welcome to attend 
and to help with: Grafting with Dr. Postman on March 22, Soils by James Cassidy, date 
currently undecided, and Insects by Rich Little in April or May.

Policies and By-Laws: Marilyn, Marie and Betty have been working on the By-laws and 
Policies & Procedures to make them more effective. Marie will send a copy of what has been 
developed to the Board at the same time as the minutes are sent. Marilyn encouraged Board 
members to read them and be prepared to discuss them at the March Board meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie Madison
Secretary
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