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Pre/Views: Read This Issue!
By Vicki Tolar Burton

Would you like to know what writing experiences
students have in your college? Read this issue of
Teaching With Writing. Are you wondering how your
college compares to other colleges at OSU in the
teaching of writing? Read this issue. Are you just
ready for some good news in the midst of dismal
budget predictions from Salem? Read this issue. 1
think you will be impressed with the quality and variety
of experiences student writers are having at OSU.

When all the Writing Profiles contained in this issue
were completed, it felt like Christmas. Why? Be-
cause of the richness and diversity and creativity that
is reflected in these documents. Also because of the
commitment to teaching and learning that is evident on
every page. Our students are writing—often and in
many different ways—and our faculty are committed
to helping them improve as writers. This is something
to celebrate.

I also want to commend the members of the
Faculty Senate Baccalaureate Core Committee, and
especially their chair, John Lee (Mathematics), for the
serious thought and careful consideration they gave to
reviewing these eighty-four WIC courses. This was
an incredibly labor-intensive task. Committee mem-

continued on page 11

A Report on the State of Writing at OSU:

College Writing Profiles, 2001
By Vicki Tolar Burton

As you will see in this issue of Teaching With
Writing, the recent Baccalaureate Core Committee
review of Writing Intensive {WIC) courses has born
abundant fruit: We now have a detailed picture of the
writing experiences of OSU students in their majors as
reflected in the syllabi and assignments of over eighty
WIC courses across the university. The courses
reviewed were those approved before 1996, which
includes about two thirds of all WIC courses.

This issue of Teaching With Writing includes a
Writing Profile for each college that offers an under-
graduate major. These profiles were compiled from the
syliabi and writing assignments submitted by depart-
ments for Bac Core Committee review., With the
assistance of three student assistants trained in the
teaching of writing, the WIC director has reviewed all
the course materials to create a picture of how writing
is being taught in each college of the university that has
undergraduate majors. Each profile includes:

e WIC courses in the college reviewed by the Bac
Core Committee

e Average number of words written by students in
WIC courses in the college

e Types of informal writing used to learn course
content

s Types of formal writing assignments (often going
through at least one revision)

o Ways that students receive feedback on their
writing, and

o Ways that students experience and gain instruction
in the writing process.

These College Writing Profiles depict a varied and
complex picture of student writing at Oregon State
University, a picture that suggests our students are
gaining rich and diverse experiences in writing across
the disciplines and across professions, The profiles
indicate that OSU writers are learning to give and
receive feedback, to revise and polish their writing, and
to use writing as a mode of learning course content.

continued on page 12
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Pre/Views continued from page I

are Bonnie Avery {(Library), Janet Lee (Women
Studies), Bob Jarvis (Fisheries and Wildlife), Kurt
Peters (Ethnic Studies), Christine Snow (Exercise and
Sport Science), and John Dilles (Geosciences).

Some readers may ask, when they look at the
numerical results of course approvals and denials (see
article on right), whether there is cause for concern. I
don’t think so. The requests to remove WIC designa-
tion reflect, in large, departmental decisions that are
already in effect. Some courses that at first looked like
good WIC prospects either were not appropriate or are
not being taught. The one area of concern is in the
College of Science because the dropping of WIC
designation from five History of Science courses (at
the request of the Department of History) shifts the
responsibility for teaching writing to science majors
more fully onto the facuity in the College of Science.
Several new WIC courses in COS are in the pipeline,
but more are needed.

The fact that twenty-seven WIC courses, as
currently taught, no longer meet WIC criteria is mostly
the result of what I call “curricular drift.” At one time,
all of these courses met WIC criteria, but over time,
instructors change, syllabi are revised, new faculty
arrive, and elements that were essential for WIC
designation are dropped, often inadvertently. I believe
that many course corrections for curricular drift can be
made easily and quickly, and I expect at least two-
thirds of the denied courses to be back within guide-
lines by November.

Some faculty are intentionally out of compliance
and wrote “in-your-face” messages to the Bac Core
Committes indicating, for example, that they don’t
believe that revision helps students improve their
writing and they don’t intend to include any revision in
their course. Okay. Then the course should not be a
WIC course. A large body of research indicates that
revising is akey component in improving student
writing.

In ciosing, I want to thank the students who helped
me with the review of courses and the construction of
the Writing Profiles: Anna Harrell (06 English), Mark
Gardner (04 English), and Amy Timshel (05 English).
They have been magnificent.

As I leave for sabbatical (I’'m writing a book called
Spiritual Literacy: Reading, Writing, and Rhetoric
in John Wesley's Methodism), 1 feel very positive
about the work that faculty and students across the
University are doing as writers and teachers of
- writing. Thank you!

Bac Core Committee
Publishes WIC Results

The Baccalaureate Core Committee of the Oregon
State University Faculty Senate is charged with
periodically evaluating courses that constitute the
Baccalaureate Core requirements for all undergradu-
ates at the university. In 2000-2001, the committee
reviewed Writing Intensive Curriculum (WIC) courses
that were approved before 1996, slightly over eighty
courses. The departments were asked to submit
current syllabi and writing assignments for the courses,
along with enroliment information, word count, and a
narrative describing how each WIC criterion was met
by the course. Departments also had the opportunity
to request that WIC status be removed from a course.

Committee members and the WIC director re-
viewed all the materials submitted for each course and
recommended either continuation or denial of WIC
status. The results of the review are:

* Number of WIC courses approved: 38

¢ Number of courses dropping WIC status in 2001
(by department request): 14

e Number of courses dropping WIC status in 2002

(by department request): 5 (all are History of

Science courses)

» Number of courses denied but eligible for revision:

27

For courses that were denied, departments have
until November 1, 2001, to revise the course in a way
that fully satisfies WIC Guidelines (see WIC website
link to Proposals and Guidelines at http://wic.orst.edu.
The WIC director offered workshops to assist
departments in these revisions, and several
departments have already resubmitted their revised
syllabi. In any case, unless a department requested
immediate removal of WIC status, all WIC courses
stand until August, 2001. This means that a course
that has been denied can still be offered as a WIC
course during the 2001-2001 school year.

According to Bac Core Committee Chair John Lee
(Mathematics), the committee encourages departments
to revise their denied courses and notes that in a
number of cases the changes that need to be made are
fairly simple and straightforward, not involving major
changes in the course as it has been taught.
Departments that need to make major changes have
been given an additional year to re-conceptualize their
Writing Intensive courses,
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State of Writing continued from page 1

The profiles also suggest that OSU faculty across the
university are taking writing seriously, designing
compelling writing assignments for their students, and
challenging their students to raise their writing to a
professional level before they graduate.

This assessment has resulted in good news about
writing at OSU. It is hoped that these writing profiles
will help faculty who are designing or revising WIC
courses and also that they will generate important

2001 WIC Grants Announced

The following departments and faculty have been
awarded Department Developmental Grants from
the Writing Intensive Curriculum Program,
according to WIC director Vicki Tolar Burton.

Department of Apparel, Interiors,
Housing, and Merchandising
(Leslie Davis Burns, Proposer)

Goals: Through two retreats, to articulate the
writing accross the curriculum philosophy of the
Apparel Design and Merchandising management
undergraduate programs, to review and revise the
specific writing required in thirteen courses in
those programs, and to coordinate writing assign-
ments throughout the curriculum. Also, tohire
one graduate student and two undergraduates to
assess the effectiveness of the ATHM Depart-
mental Writing Guide.

Department of Art
(Andrea Marks, Proposer)

Goals: Through a retreat of the Graphic Design
faculty, to plan and implement more writing across
the full graphic design curriculum. To createa
writing guide (and eventually a writing web site)
for students in the graphic design program.

Biology Program
(Indira Rajagopal, Proposer)

Goal: Toconvert BI 315 (Molecular Biology
Laboratory) into a WIC course by designing
writing assignments consistent with WIC require-
ments and preparing and submitting a WIC
proposal.

Center for Writing and Learning
(Wayne Robertson, Proposer)

Goal: Tomake a film in which international
students speak about how writing is taught in their
home countries and describe adjustments they
have had to make as writers at OSU. The film
will be used to inform Writing Assistants and WIC
faculty on how to help international students as
writers.

Department of Microbiology
(Linda Brusland, Mary Burke,
and Walt Ream, Proposers)

Goal: To develop a writing guide for students in
Microbiology.

conversations in the colleges about student writing and
writing instruction both within WIC courses and

throughout the curriculum. We are also eager to share

these profiles with out colleagues at Oregon commu-
nity colleges and with colleagues across the country.

WIC 2001-2001

Vicki Tolar Burton will be on sabbatical.
Lisa Ede will be interim WIC director.
No five-week faculty seminars will be offered.

There will be periodic Eating-to-Learn lunches and other

WIC events.

Save the afternoon of Tuesday, October 9, for a workshop
led by Peter Elbow, Professor of English at U. Massachu-
setts, Amherst, and a leading scholar in the teaching of
writing.

About Teaching With Writing

Editor: Vicki Tolar Burton

Assistant Editor: AnnaHarrell
Teaching With Writing is the newsletter of the

Oregon State University Writing Intensive Curriculum

Program. As part of the Baccalaureate Core, all OSU

students are required to take an upper division writing

intensive course in their major.

The content of the WIC courses ranges from
radiation safety (for Nuclear Engineering majors) to golf
courses design (a Horticulture option). While subject
matter differs by department, all WIC courses share
certain commonalities defined by the Faculty Senate:

* Informal, ungraded or minimally graded writing is
used as a mode of learning the content material.

+ Students are introduced to conventions and
practices of writing in their discipline, and the use of

borrowed information.

¢ Students complete at least S000 words of writing, of
which at least 2000 words are in polished, formal

assignments.

« Students are guided through the whole writing
process, receive feedback on drafts, and have
opportunities to revise.

For complete information on WIC guidelines, contact

Vicki Tolar Burton by email at

Vicki.TolarBurton(@orst.edu or consult the OSU

Curricular Procedures Handbook.
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