
GLOSSARY for What Makes the Ocean Salty Lesson 
 

circulation (cir'-cu-la'-tion). A general term for the flow of water in a large area. 

current (cur'-rent). Motion of flow in water or air. 

evaporation (e-vap'-o-ra'-tion). The physical process of transforming a liquid into a gas at 
temperatures below the boiling point of the liquid. 

evaporite (e-vap'-o-rite). A type of sediment precipitated from a solution, usually by the 
evaporation of water. 

hydrothermal vent (hy-dro-ther'-mal). An opening in the seafloor from which hot salty water 
flows into the ocean. 

oceanographer (oc-ean-o'-gra-pher). A scientist who studies the ocean.  

precipitation (pre-cip'-i-ta'-tion). Water that falls to the surface from the atmosphere as rain, 
snow, hail, or sleet. 

CTD-rosette (ro-sette'). An instrument used by oceanographers to obtain water samples and to 
measure the salinity and temperature of the water at various depths in the ocean 

rate (rate). A change per unit time; for example miles per hour or gallons per minute. 

salinity (sa-lin'-i-ty). A measurement of the total dissolved salt in seawater.  Seawater has an 
average salinity of about 3.5 %. 

sedimentation (sed'-i-men-ta'-tion). The process of forming sediment in layers from solids 
settling in air or water.  

 

Cool Facts about Salt in Seawater 
1.  Most (86%) of the salt in seawater is the same as the salt you use on your food.  It is known as 

sodium chloride that has the chemical symbol NaCl. 

2.  The salts in your blood and in seawater are chemically very similar. 

3.  There is about 5x1016 tons of salt in the oceans.  In other words, that is fifty million billion 
tons of salt or enough to fill up the Arctic Ocean 3 times! 

4.  The total amount and type of salt in the oceans has been pretty much the same for 100s of 
millions of years.  Due to evaporation and precipitation and freezing, the concentration of salt 
in the oceans can vary from place to place.  The small variations are important for driving 
currents in the ocean and ocean currents affect the weather on Earth! 


