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The family is the first and longest lasting social connection 
that we have. And the types of family structures and family 
functions are rapidly changing. Government policies play a 
strong role in shaping various dimensions of family life. With 
our divided political climate, it’s more important than ever 
to understand what’s at stake for families when policies are 
implemented. 

In HDFS 460, we consider how policies affect families and 
how professionals play a critical role in shaping policies to 
strengthen families.
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