
LINN COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

October 2, 2012

Attendees
Marilyn Scheffler, President
Betty Goergen, Vice-President
Marie Madison, Secretary
Dan Borg, Treasurer
Traudy Shawger, Member at Large
Susan Morton, OMGA Representative & Plant Sale Committee Chair
Stephanie Low, Demonstration Garden representative
Larry Steele, Demonstration Garden Committee Chair
Rich Little, Spineless Wonders Committee Chair
Barbara Fick, Extension Faculty
Pami Opfer, Extension Program Assistant

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am by Marilyn Scheffler in the Downing Room of 
OSU-Linn County Extension. 

Minutes: 
September minutes were approved after misspelled names were corrected. 

Extension Report – Barb Fick & Pami Opfer
• Extension has experienced some reorganization and staff changes in recent months.

◦ Derek Godwin  is now the Regional Staff Chair. The region includes Benton, Linn, 
Marion, Polk and Yamhill counties.

◦ Pami Opfer will begin working full time as program assistant for Master Gardeners 
and Food Education for both Linn and Benton counties beginning October 15. 
Organizing the MG training will be her responsibility.

• Master Gardener applications are now available for the 2013 class. There are about 100 
potential applicants for 50 places. Orientation Day will be December 4 in the Evelyn 
Downing Room at 12 noon. Veterans are encouraged to participate.

• Graduation is November 12 (2nd Monday). LCMGA is responsible for the set-up for this 
event.

• Hours need to be reported no later than November 1.  They can be submitted as a lump 
sum under the categories of education, outreach, or support. If people do not want to use 
the electronic reporting program, they can call the Extension office and report their hours. 
Also, be sure to indicate how much produce has been donated in pounds. 

Treasurer's Report – Dan Borg 
• Beginning balance was $10,639.85. $90 for clothing sales was received as income. 

$64.29 was spent for Demonstration garden expenses. $53.56 was spent for 
Miscellaneous items. Betty Goergen moved and Traudy Shawger seconded the report be 
accepted as presented.  Motion was passed unanimously.

• Dan has contacted committee chairs regarding budget needs for next year. 
• Dan asked if it was vital that more than just he work on the budget. Marie pointed out 

that by having more than one person on the committee it provided transparency to the 

Page 1 October 2, 2012



Association members. Pami will advertise for additional members to assist Dan with the 
budget.

• Deadline for the budget is the Board meeting on December 4.
• Receipts have been received for the Sweet Home School Garden fencing.  The remaining 

$53 will be paid to Brenda Winslow.
• Rich Little will be ordering insect showcases using grant monies received.  Receipts must 

be given to Dan to track expenditures against the grant.
• Sunrise School received $500 toward either 30 yards of gravel or delivery charges. 

Wanda Adams assured the Board that 30 yards was the needed amount and she will take 
photos of the results.

• Only 6 shirts are left.  It is planned to close out clothing sales by December 31.

Member Meetings – Betty Goergen
• Gail Langellotto will speak at the October 15 member meeting to be held at the Albany 

Public Library. Doors open at 6:30 pm. LCMGA By-laws revision will be voted on 
regardless of the number of attendees at the meeting.

• November is Graduation/Awards night and also election of officers.  Most of the current 
officers are willing to serve another term. Sharon Richards has been nominated for the 
Vice-President position. Marilyn said if someone else wanted to run for President, she 
would happily not run. Members-at-large are appointed, but Betty will ask for interested 
people.  An Historian is also needed.

• A question was raised about OMGA recognition of 20 year members.  As no one on the 
board attended the awards ceremony, it was suggested to check with Mary Mellard or 
Paula Lupcho who did attend.

General Business
• Service bars will be ordered. They will be attached to the certificates for those who have 

earned 100 hours, 250, 500, 750, 1000 and additional increments of 250 hours. Members 
who do not want the bars may return them and may opt out of receiving future bars. 
Marie will compile the hours. She was reminded to check with Benton County for dual 
county members such as Rich Little. Service bars will also be available for lifetime 
members and officers. OMGA will provide ribbons for 20 year members.

Plant Sale – Susan Morton
• The sale will be scaled way  back. It will be held in conjunction with the Made in Oregon 

Festival being held at the Linn County Fairgrounds on May 11 or May 18, 2013. 
• There will be one plant dig in October. Sheryl Casteen has offered to divide her Dutch 

Iris for the sale. Peggy Straube is in charge of the dig which will be in mid- to late-
October; Bruce Morris has the dig table; Marilyn Scheffler has the potting soil; pots are 
available at the Demonstration Garden.  Donations from members of perennials will be 
accepted.  Susan will store the pots at her home.  There will be no vegetable starts 
because of stiff competition and low return.

Garden Tour – Betty Goergen
There will be no co-chair. Sharon Richards said she would help put out the signs. Nancy 
Messman has not contacted Betty. Betty will continue to try to reach her.  Tour date is June 15.
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Demonstration Garden –Larry Steele
• Things are winding down at the garden.
• Vickie Fullmer donated 2” x 10” cedar lumber with which two or three raised beds will 

be upgraded.  
• More permanent waterlines will be extended into the garden; some leaking lines still need 

to be repaired.
• More volunteers are always welcome.  Some trainees come long enough to complete their 

required hours, and some come on a regular basis.
• Two projects were not completed this year, one was the living wall and the other was the 

concrete berry bed. Paula Daniels added some whiskey barrels to the handicap garden. 
She did a nice job in planting them. She has not been at TGIF for a while. 

• Rich Little will replace the mason bee block in February with a new version.

Committee of Spineless Wonders – Rich Little
•  Rich has several presentations lined up including Brown Bag presentations at both 

Benton and Linn counties, basic training in a few counties, a garden club presentation and 
a garden tour.

• The Santiam Hay and Garden Store in Sweet Home has agreed to accept samples from 
the public for the MG plant clinic which is being held once each month to supplement the 
Farmers Market plant clinic which is held once each month on a different day.

Other Business
• Dan Borg was approached by Memorial Middle School regarding their courtyard. It is an 

established garden that has not been maintained. To his knowledge it has no water source. 
Barb stated that beautification and maintenance are not options for Master Gardeners. 
However, if the courtyard has water and teachers want to use it as a teaching tool, then 
Master Gardeners could be made available.  Junior Master Gardener curriculum is 
available as is the 4-H Wildlife Stewards program.  Dan will follow through.

• Wanda and David Adams brought a display showing the Sunrise School garden. It was 
started as a 5th grade science class project using grant money from Samaritan. It had one 
long bed with deep standing water in the winter.  There are now several raised beds. 
There are currently six parents and 50 youth involved in the project.  They are trying to 
pare the youth involvement to 30 which is a more manageable size.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:55 am

Respectfully submitted,

Marie Madison
Secretary
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