
COMMENTS ON WEEK 3 Discussion Board: 

 

What I am impressed with is how you are reading about artists/designers 
and seeing qualities you are inspired by. Clearly, you can see that these 
individuals were more than Graphic Designers—they were writers, artists, 
product designers, typographers. They were multi-disciplinary designers 
before the word “multi-disciplinary” was the buzz word it is today! 
 
Many of you related to the Bauhaus School and in particular, the 
photomontage work done there. I like what Kelcie said: “I love the fact 
that all of the photomontage pieces were done by hand and each 
particular image was painstakingly collected and then selected for this 
individual piece. It can be a very stressful process if you realize you might 
not have this image for future projects that it might be better suited for. 
It's not like these artist could say I need a photo of someone with their 
arms raised to the sky... better go to Google, like we do so often today.” 
 
We all have so many images at our disposal these days. I sometimes 
wonder if it was better to have to really make your own images or hunt 
through fewer sources? 
 
Many of you identified with Werkman, the unsung hero who sacrificed his 
life for what he believed in. Hard to believe that could happen over 
creative work, but it often did in the first part of the 20th century. Kevin’s 
comments resonated with many: “Yes the nice thing about what you were 
talking about is that conveying ideas today, for the most part, isn't a life 
or death situation by a fascist regime! and also the fact that he was 
somebody who stood up for what he believed in/wanted in his design 
work and in his life, I think that's cool. I like the man-made aesthetic too, 
professional designers who put a lot of sweat and countless hours of 
processing and approaching design to create compelling work, so that it 
looks just right is like how I am with art and design work.” 
 
Many of you identified with Jan Tschichold and his simplistic and clean 
approach to his work. His style changed very much from his early work to 
his later work and Piet Zwart, with his amazing use of composition. 
 
I am glad these designers and artists inspire you to want to delve deeper 
into their life stories. We are really just covering the surface in this class 
as far as really learning about these fascinating people, so follow-up on 
your own this summer, to learn about those who inspire you! 
 

 


