
ESP Gamma Chapter 

May 23, 2017 Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order by President Bob Parker at 2:00 P.M. 

 

Attending:   

Duane Johnson, Jose Garcia, Jamie Davis, Mylen Bohle, Shanna Northway, Shana Withee, 

Robin Galloway, Patricia Dawson, Bob Parker, Joy Jones, Nancy Kershaw, Sally  Bowman, 

Nellie Oehler, Pam Rose, Barb Brody, John Baggott, Deb Warnock 

 

John Baggot moved to accept Minutes from last meeting, Duane and Pam 2nd.  Accepted. 

 

Nancy Kershaw provided the Treasurer’s report.  ESP netted $2,251.89 from last year’s BBQ 

event at Annual Conference. 

 

Old Business: 

Kevin Gamble was not available to discuss the Regional VP quarterly Zoom meetings. 

Duane Johnson addressed question re: are life members receiving ESP information ok.  The topic 

was also discussed later on, will summarize here: 

 Nellie noted that we need better communications with retirees, it feels like we’re losing 

our connection with them.  Options discussed included: 

 Better information about who has retired. 

 Recognition at the annual conference BBQ is ok but a lot of older folks have trouble 

driving at night, a daytime event would be better for them. 

 Outreach through ESP newsletter could help.  Enlist retirees to provide content, let’s 

focus on including articles of interest to retirees.  Retirees such as Jack Ross, Walt 

Schroeder and Roger Fletcher might be good contacts.  Duane will reach out to them. 

 Patricia suggested that for Newsletter articles the drop-dead date for submitting articles is 

June 12.    

 Pam noted that Jackie Russell keeps track of who’s retired and Program Leaders 

can/should provide information to her.  ESP should have a contact person to collect 

information and share it with members. 

 Deb Warnock suggested ESP write up information about retirees for the newsletter. 

 Create a Retiree Wall for Conference.  Also a deceased wall. 

 Last year we had scrolling images of new hires showing at BBQ, maybe include retirees 

as well. 

 We have $2,500 in the Life Members account, uses those funds for outreach. 

 Mylen suggested we invite retirees to the OAEA Spring Meeting. 

 Create a Retiree Distinguished Service award. 

 Mylen stated that OAEA was discussing the idea of inviting retired Ag agents to their 

OAEA spring meeting 

 

New Business: 

The Professional Development proposal was discussed.  Duane noted that grant funds are 

available which we could apply for.  Money could be used to offer special workshops, webinars, 

major speakers at Conference, and so on.   



The options for professional development on how to write scholarly articles, how to submit 

article proposals etc. was discussed.  Shanna noted that while the topic is of interest a webinar 

format may not be the best, she would prefer working with a mentor.  Mylen stated that he had 

taken a 2-credit class during grad school that was very helpful.  Other ideas included a 1-day 

writing workshop where participants show up with an article and use the workshop to complete 

and polish.   

 

It was suggested that Debby Maddy used to be the editor for JOE and might be able to provide 

good advice on how to determine appropriate topics, how to write articles and so on.  Other 

volunteers should also be sought out.   

 

Patricia thought that a needs and interests assessment survey would be helpful.  Bob will start 

drafting a survey, John and Joy volunteered to assist.  Patricia as well? 

 

The proposal on how ESP can increase awareness of and interest in joining ESP was discussed. 

Barb Brody suggested thinking about what can ESP uniquely offer. It was suggested that there 

may be synergistic opportunities by working with other Associations and their Professional 

Development efforts. (Pam Rose?) 

 

John Williams suggested monthly regular email reminders, which would be particularly helpful 

when working towards a goal. 

 

Creating an ESP Facebook page was discussed, did not seem to be of strong interest. 

The ESP webpage was discussed.  Lynette is doing a great job with maintaining the site.  Are 

there opportunities for members to help out with adding content, etc.  Duane thought timely 

updates would be helpful.  BP suggested adding some personal experience content to go with the 

bullet points on the front page, such as ‘learn about international opportunities’ etc. 

 

Shanna Northway provided a summary of this year’s PILD experience.  Said there were some 

good keynote & other speakers and might be good candidates for inviting for OSUEA annual 

conference.  Sonny Ramaswamy (best 45 minutes of the event) and Ronnie McDonald were two 

standouts. 

 

Nancy noted that there is $400 in the PILD budget that someone could use for expenses.  JCEP 

also has money available for those who attended the Orlando conference, around $900. 

 

ESP member Recognition.  Duane mentioned that the Oregon committee met and there were 

nominations from all categories.  The Gamma Chapter was well represented.  Jeanne Brandt won 

national Friend of Extension. Lynette Black received the JCEP innovation award, will be 

honored at National conference.  Mike Knutz was on the ballot for National ESP 2nd Vice 

President. 

 

OSUEA Annual Conference.  We discussed having an ESP recruiting station at conference, 

decided no.   

 

 



Minutes Continued: 

 

2017 ESP National Annual Conference.  Oct. 8-12.  With a number of nominees for recognition 

could have 10 to 12 Gamma Chapter people going. 

 

Committee reports. 

Global Relations.  John suggested we ask people to think about the options available (sabbatical, 

etc.). Perhaps have another workshop at OSUEA annual conference, has been popular last couple 

years.  We can ask Ross Penhallegon to talk as he’s been on several overseas trips.  Brian Tuck 

has also done international work and was also an Assistant Director for the Peace Corps.  

 

Resource Development and Management. Deb Warnock will work on the BBQ again this year, 

asked for menu item suggestions.  Last year we made around $2,000 from the event.  

 

Public Issues.  Bob Parker, nothing new. 

 

Scholarships, Grants.  Mike not present. 

 

Retiree Issues.  Nellie Oehler.  This discussion was summarized earlier.  Nellie also said she 

would like to have someone else take over the committee.  It was suggested that Janice Smiley 

and her husband Bill might be interested. 

 

Other discussion. 

Nellie suggested that volunteer management is not something new staff members are being 

trained for and people are struggling with it.   

 

Adjourned at 4 PM. 

 


