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2014 International Conference on China-US Open and Distance Education
To:

ADEC Board of Directors

From:
Dave King, Associate Provost, Oregon State University



Chair, ADEC Board of Directors

This conference, in planning since 2007 when the first ADEC/USDA delegation visited the Central Agricultural Broadcasting and Television School (CABTS,) a part of the China Ministry of Agriculture, in Beijing, was by all accounts a success. The primary goal of the conference was to debut the six prototype bilingual learning modules developed cooperatively by ADEC, Oregon State University and CABTS. However, a secondary and for some as critical a goal was to provide the opportunity for new relationships between the Chinese and ADEC delegations. In international collaborative programs, some say, “It’s all about relationships.” And that is proving true with the on-going collaboration and partnership between ADEC members and CABTS.

The ADEC/CABTS partnership is led by Oregon State University, along with support from ADEC members, New Mexico State University, West Virginia University, University of Florida, and Alcorn State University, among others.
We opened the conference with keynote addresses from Mr. Liu Tianjin, executive vice president of CABTS, and Dr. Scott Reed, Vice Provost and Director of Cooperative Extension, USDA/Oregon State University.  Both addresses focused on the history and value of farmer training. The similarity in overall goals of both CABTS and the US Extension Service were highlighted. Although CABTS is a subset of the Ministry of Agriculture and governmental agency, it was clear during the conference discussion and the tour of the CABTS facility, that they most reflect our educational efforts that are based in the US Extension Service. CABTS is a Chinese version of our Cooperative Extension.  
The debut of the bilingual learning modules was well received; however, working through the translation process for the 20-minute demonstration meant that many of the participants will need to have access to the modules to work with themselves in order to actually see how the process will work for them. I left a DVD and jump-drive with CABTS for their on-going review. I also left a DVD with the director of a vocational college from the Jiangsu province. Vocational colleges are the secondary target audience for these modules after the use that CABTS will make with their primary audience—900 million Chinese farmers. I will continue to follow up with contacts from the conference to gather on-going input and product reviews. 
Example bilingual learning modules can be seen at the Open Oregon State site. 

Seed Germination
Seed Dispersion
Herbicides
Soil Erosion and Prevention
Irrigation
Plant Sexual Reproduction
Many of the Chinese presenters reinforced the need for direct training of farmers in rural communities. The average farm size in china is 0.7 hectares. One of the most well received presentations from the US delegation came from Sam Angima of Oregon State, who spoke about the Oregon small farm program. A concern of the Chinese partners at CABTS is how to actually motivate small farm producers (virtually all the producers/rural residents in China) to learn online. As small farm training programs across the US move to more online training, we will have useful information to share with international collaborators. 
Another area of significant interest arose when Cindy Hart from West Virginia University explained the Quality Matters rubric used to validate quality online course development. Many of the Chinese developers at the conference indicated they continue to face issues that we have had in the US in the past about true effectiveness of online learning. Finding ways of certifying quality course development seemed of significant interest. Upon returning to the US, conference participant Jonan Donaldson from Oregon State found a Chinese language web site that explains the QM approach, which we will send to CABTS soon. 

As you look through the mixture of presentations in the conference agenda below, you’ll see the similarity of topics and ideas opened doors for continued engagement with the various participants across the US and China. 

After the conference, Scott Reed from Oregon State, John Everett from Apollidon and I met with Mr. Liu Tianjin, executive vice president of CABTS, and Ms. Li Fanghong, our primary contact from the CABTS International programs office to discuss possible on-going collaboration. In an engaging “brainstorming” session (their description) we agreed in concept to discuss two parallel pathways: 1) continue to organize professional development workshops in the US and in China that focus on fundamentals of online learning including leadership and management of online learning programs, and 2) explore the possibility of a meeting/workshop that would assemble Chinese and US subject matter specialists in small landholder and farmer training programs. 
The online learning workshops would focus more on teaching skills and techniques and less on software use. The small landholder and farmer training opportunities will also include onsite field visits in the US. 
Ms. Li and I will prioritize next steps and develop a first draft of an on-going collaboration that can be validated by leadership groups in both organizations. This conference is the final expectation in the current and second MOU between ADEC and CABTS. 
Dave King

Associate Provost

Outreach and Engagement
Oregon State University 
Direct: 541.737.3379 | Mobile: 541.602.2386
Email: dave.king@oregonstate.edu

______________________________________________________________________________________
ADEC/CABTS Conference Agenda
Wednesday August 27, 2014

08:30 – 09:00

· Opening Ceremony, Chaired by Mrs. Guo Zhiqi, vice president of CABTS
· Welcome Address by Mr. Xie Li, MOE, China

· Welcome Address by Dr. Scott Reed, USDA

09:10 – 10:30

· Keynote Speakers 
· Mr. Liu Tianjin, executive vice president of CABTS.

· Dr. Scott Reed, Vice Provost and Director of Cooperative Extension, USDA/Oregon State University

· Keynote—History of Farmer Training in the USA: 100 years of Outreach
10:30 – 10:50
Coffee Break
11:50 – 12:00

· Paper Presentation, Chaired by Mrs. Guo Zhiqi, vice president of CABTS
· Dave King, Associate Provost, Outreach and Engagement, Oregon State University, and Chair of the Board of Directors, American Distance Education Consortium (ADEC) 
· Bilingual Learning Modules—Debut Collaborative Modules with ADEC and CABTS
· Shao Wentao, Agricultural Broadcasting and Television School of Laizhou, Shandong Province. 
· A Pilot Project on Developing On-line Learning Modules for Farmers’ Education/Training”
· Dianna Fisher, Director, Open Oregon State, Oregon State University
· Open Educational Resources: a Global View
· Questions and Answers

12:00 – 13:00
Lunch (Venue: Second Floor, Building 4)

14:00 – 15:20

· Paper Presentation, Chaired by Dave King, Associate Provost, Oregon State University and Chair of the ADEC Board of Directors
· Wang Baiwen, Director of Web-Based Education Center of CABTS. 
· Education Delivery with the Aid of Information Technologies Public Service Platform of Modern Agricultural Distance Education and Training with Chinese Features

· Valorie F. McAlpin, Educational Consultant, Alcorn State University

· Selecting an LMS: Factors to consider”

· Zhao Chunjiang, Director of Beijing Research Center for Information Technology in Agriculture
· Virtual Reality Technology Boosting Agricultural Education and Training
· Questions and Answers

15:20 – 15:40
Coffee Break

15:40 – 17:00

· Paper Presentation, Chaired by Mr. Tian Guishan, vice president of CABTS
· Jeanne Gleason and Barbara Chamberlin, Media Productions, New Mexico State University
· The Power of Games to Enhance Learning in Distance Learning
· Fei Qiang, Vice President of Agricultural Broadcasting and Television School of Shanghai
· Optimizing the Traditional Farmers’ Education by Using the Internet Technology
·  Cindy Hart, Director, Online & Extended Campus Programs, West Virginia University
· Learning Support Service and Quality Control
· Questions and Answers

17:30 -19:00


Welcome Dinner (Venue: Second Floor, Building 4)

Thursday August 27, 2014
08:30 – 09:50

· Paper Presentation, Chaired by Gypsy Denzine, Engagement and Outreach, West Virginia University (from ADEC delegation)
· Wu Jiankun, Executive Vice President of Agricultural Broadcasting and Television School of Jiangsu Province
· The Practice and Thinking on the Farmers’ Education and Training in Jiangsu Province
· Jennifer Dennis, Associate Professor, Purdue University

· Evaluating Support for Distance Programs
· Jiang Qinggong, President of Agricultural Broadcasting and Television School of Shandong Province
· The Construction of Service Supporting System for the New Vocational Farmers’ Distance Education
· Questions and Answers

09:50 – 10:10
Coffee Break

10:10 – 11:30

· Paper Presentation, Chaired by Qi Guo, vice president of CABTS

· Terry Spencer, DVM Med, University of Florida, Director of Distance Learning, Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Program, College of Veterinary Medicine
· Designing Online Coursework for Preparing Veterinarians to Practice Shelter Medicine:  A Case Study”
· Liu Guangde, President of Chongqing Agricultural School
· The Thinking on the Construction of Farmers’ Distance Education and Training Curriculum System
· Sam Angima, Regional Administrator, Oregon Extension, Oregon State University
· The OSU Small Farms Program: Equipping Beginning Farmers with Tools to Succeed”
· Questions and Answers

12:00 – 13:00
Lunch (Venue: Second Floor, Building 4)

13:00 – 14:30

Visit CABTS facility chaired by Mrs. Li Fanghong
15:00 – 16:20

· Paper Presentation, Chaired by Brenda McComb, Dean of the Graduate School, Oregon State University ( from ADEC delegation) 
· Ji Wenlin, President of Jiangsu Agri-animal and Husbandry Vocational College.

· The Application of Modern Distance Learning in the Farmers’ Education and Training”
· Oliver Grundmann, Assistant Professor, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University of Florida. 
· Near or far – Online and Distance Education Technology at the University of Florida Transcends Boundaries”
· Suo Yuhong, Vice President of Agricultural Broadcasting and Television School of Hunchun City, Jilin Province. 
· The Discussion of the Selection and Application of Active Learning Teaching Method in the Farmers’ Education and Training
· Questions and Answers

16:20 – 16:30

· Closing Address 
· Dave King, Associate Provost, Oregon State University

· Liu Tianjin, executive vice president of CABTS.
Friday August 29, 21014

 06:30-12:00


· Field visit chaired by Li Fanghong

· The Great Wall at MuTianYu

