
832-1

Available feedstuffs? __________________________
Costs? ___________________________________

Available markets? ___________________________
Distance to each? __________________________

Cost of delivery? _____________________________

Feedlot Facilities
Feedlot Design

The feedlot design influences how well cattle will 
feed and the amount of stress they will experience. 
Observe the traffic patterns and ease of movement for 
feed from the mill to the bunk, for cattle from the pen 
to handling facilities, and for animal flow through the 
handling facilities.

These considerations will influence the stress that 
employees and cattle will experience. Ease of accom-
plishing a task ultimately determines what is done and 
how well it is done. The quality of the construction and 
materials determine durability, maintenance require-
ment, and safety of the facility.
What is the general appearance? _________________
Are roads surfaced and maintained? ______________
Can gates be opened from horseback? ____________
Are corners 90° or two 45° angles? ______________
Can a group of animals be moved through
the alleys without injury and stress? ______________
Are there sufficient check and crowd gates? ________
Do the chutes quietly and
easily constrain animals? ______________________
Can individual weights be taken? ________________
Are the handling facilities injury proof? ___________
How effectively does the facility work? ___________

Feeding cattle in a custom feedlot allows a producer 
to expand his opportunities beyond his own capabili-
ties. Each feedlot has advantages to offer coupled with 
disadvantages to consider. These advantages and disad-
vantages need to be identified, quantified, and considered 
in the selection process. Feedlot location, facilities, 
management, and accounting are areas to consider when 
evaluating each feedlot.

A checklist of questions, characteristics, and manage-
ment practices can help a producer during visits and 
interviews at prospective feedlots. Use the following 
form to record responses and observations and rank ac-
ceptability with a number score or plus/minus. 

Location
A desirable location will have good drainage, minimal 

mud, moderate climate and weather conditions, and ac-
cessible feed resources and markets. 
Distance from home ranch? ____________________
How often will you visit the feedlot? _____________
What will it cost to transport
cattle to feedlot? _____________________________
What is the climate? __________________________
Amount of wind? ____________________________

When? ___________________________________
Annual precipitation? _________________________

When? ___________________________________
Temperatures: High and low? ___________________

Daily and monthly variation? _________________
Slope and drainage? __________________________
Evidence of mud? ____________________________

How is it handled? _________________________
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