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Lesson 5 
Reading an Awards Letter:  45 minute lesson plan for high school students 
 

Learning Goals 
1. Students should be able to recognize the different costs of attending a college or university.  
2. Students should be able to distinguish the different forms of financial aid a college or 

university offers to students.  
3. Students should be able to recognize the different components of an awards letter.  
4. Students should be knowledgeable of the different awards offered.  
5. Students should be able to compare award letters between schools and weigh the costs and 

awards of each.  
 

Introduction (~5 minutes) 
 What is an awards letter? 

o Give an overview of what an awards letter is and its necessity when comparing colleges 
and universities.  

 
Activity 1 (~10 minutes) 
 Costs of being a college student and ways to reduce them. 

o This section may take more or less than 10 minutes depending if students have been 
given a past lesson on costs of attending college and the different forms of financial aid.  

o Have the students get in pairs or small groups and have them discuss the costs of 
college life and the different ways that students manage them. ~5mins. 

 Mention that they should consider things that are not academia related such as 
everyday costs of living. 

 Ask: What do your parents pay for now that you will eventually have to pay for 
in college? 

o Regroup and have the students explain the many costs of college and different forms of 
financial aid available to offset them.  

 Make sure to cover costs of books, food, housing, etc. Cover the different 
forms of financial aid (scholarships, grants, loans, student employment) and 
depending on their past knowledge emphasize the differences between each. 

 

Think, Pair, Share! (~15 minutes) 
 Components of an awards letter.  

o Have the students get into small groups (3-4 students). Every group should get a copy of 
each of the awards letters and have them discuss the different information available on 
the awards letters. (~5 mins) 

o Discuss with the students the different information available on the awards letters.  
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 Emphasize the cost of attendance for each school and explain terminology such 
as Expected Family Contribution and Work Study.  

 Mention the scholarships, grants, and loans received and offered.  
 Discuss the school statistical info, if present. 

 
Activity 2 (~10 minutes) 
 Deciding between Schools 

o For this activity, students will compare the two awards letters and based on the costs 
and awards offered for each, will mock decide on what school they would attend. 

o Get the students back into their groups and have them decide on a school to “attend” 
based on costs and awards offered. (~5mins) 

o Regroup and by a raise of hands have them give a few reasons to why they chose one 
school over another.  
 After a few responses mention that the college of Idaho is a community college 

and ask if that changes their response.  
 Ask them to decide based on personal career aspirations.  

• Example: 
o Someone who is interested in becoming a nurse would most 

likely decide to take out loans in order to be able to attend the 
University of Portland’s nursing program over the community 
college. 

o A nurse with their bachelor’s will make more money than a 
nurse with their associates, and therefore will have more 
money to use toward student loan repayment. 

 There are many different ways to afford and pay for college, so the price tag of a 
school should not be the only deciding factor. 

 Students should consider academics, learning environment, and the type of 
experience they want to have in college when deciding on the type of school 
that’s right for them. 

 

Closing/Assignment (~5 minutes) 
 Wrap-up 

o Emphasize the usefulness of award letters when deciding between colleges.  
o Leave some time for students to ask you questions 
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