
Benton County Master Gardener Association 

Board Meeting 

July 1, 2013 

 

 

In attendance:  Jeanette Fair, Barb Fick, Bill Glassmire, Sherry Goeden, 

Allan, Haight, Nancy Hart, Susan Hoffman, Debbie Lauer, Janet Magedanz, Steve 

Naberhuis, Judy Shaw, Ellen Tappon, Janet Throop, Lynn Trimpe, Kathi Tucker, Richard 

Little, and Pami Opfer.  Sue Domingues arrived late.   

Regrets:  Jennifer Klammer and Cynthia Wallace. 

 

Mission Moment:  Bill thanked JanetT for the homemade treats and shared an email 

from Nehlie Oehler.  She says Adams School garden is going well and encourages 

visitors at 10 am Thursday mornings.  Judy Shaw reported that Mini College is advertised 

in a display at the Corvallis library.  Ellen said a Boys & Girls Club staff member is 

helping at the Linus Pauling Middle School Garden.  Kathi T successfully answered the 

email question, “What’s wrong with my squash plant?”  The email was from out of state.  

Barb saw Clara Morehouse, who now lives in Seattle. 

 

The minutes of the June 3, 2013 board meeting were approved unanimously as 

amended. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

 4-H Wildlife Stewardship Summit:  DebbieL, chair, reported that 119 children, as well 

as Derrick Godwin and County Commissioner Linda Modrell, visited the MG table at the 

Summit this year.  2013 marks the fifth time BCMGA has had a learning station at the 

summit.  Debbie and Shona Trumbly created and worked on the concept of the station, 

and eight MG’s provided instruction.  This year’s theme was “Cycles.”  She spent $80 on 

supplies from the $250 budget.   Debbie feels the timing of the Summit conflicts with the 

Spring Garden Festival and Plant Sale.  Volunteers are stretched thin at this point.  The 

date for the Summit is decided by the school superintendent, and has always been near 

the end of the school year.  See the attached report for more details. 

 

Mentor Coordination:  In DebbieL’s final report as Mentor Coordinator, she assured the 

association that two MG’s, Val Hervey and Becki Goslow, have offered to replace her.  

This year 21 MGs volunteered to be mentors.  They attended four mentor training 

sessions before starting mentoring duties.  Benton County hosted the potluck lunch for 

mentors and trainees.  The committee holds no formal meetings before the mentor 

training classes in January, and no money was spent.  See attached report for more 

details.  

 

Officer Reports 

 



President:  Bill reminded the Board that special allocations requests are accepted from 

committees during July.  He will ask the Insights Into Gardening and Plant Sale chairs to 

have a committee member on the special allocations committee. 

It was moved that the 2013 special allocations committee will include Rosalind 

Hutton, Jeanette Fair and Alan Haight, with the possible addition of another 

member.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

President-Elect:  JanetM has all items for the Mini College silent auction and door 

prizes.  

 

Vice President:  Susan reminded the board that the tour to Frasier Creek Farm is 

Wednesday, July 10.  Sixteen people attended the Garden of the Gentle Breeze tour in 

June.   

Susan suggested that BCMGA needs a consistent policy for compensation speakers at all 

events, including Insights, GUFG, and association meetings.  She will research payment 

policies of other organizations, and appreciates any input and ideas from other BCMGs.  

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Steve expects to use approximately $12,000 for allocations; likely 

much of it will be set aside for eventually purchasing a BCMGA greenhouse.  BCMGA 

liability insurance has been paid.  The report showed a bank balance of $39,795.60, with 

available funds of $36,745.20. 

 

OMGA Representative:  As neither Ellen nor Cynthia is available to attend the OMGA 

meeting on August 10, Ellen asked that another representative be empowered.  Lynn 

Trimpe volunteered attend as the BCMGA rep.  It was moved that Lynn Trimpe be the 

BCMGA representive to the OMGA meeting on August 10, 2013.  Motion was ap- 

proved unanimously. 

 

Extension Report 

 

Pami reported that she is no longer assigned to work with Master Food Preservation one 

day a week, so now divides her time between Linn and Benton County MG’s, and the 

online “Ask an Expert” program.  Barb and Pami are working on office reorganization 

this week.  There has been no announcement of the County Budget.  Barb showed the 

board a copy of the new “Extension This Month” email that is sent to all on Extension 

email list. 

 

Continuing Business:    Ellen presented a proposal, (see attachment), written by Ellen, 

Sue Domingues, Lynn Trimpe, Janet Throop, and Jennifer Klammer, to create a new 

committee designated the “Community Garden Action Committee Team,” or CGAT.  

The vision is to collaborate with groups outside of BCMGA by providing education, help 

with fundraising, and other hands on assistance.  All funding and grant writing will be 

approved by the BCMGA board.  All groups will have their own liability insurance.  

They will work in all of Benton County, not just Corvallis area.   



It was moved to create a new BCMGA committee called ‘Community Garden 

Action Committee Team’ in accordance with the July, 2013 proposal.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 

Judy S presented a proposal written by Jennifer Klammer, Judy Shaw, and Lynn Trimpe 

to create a Public Relations Liaison.  (See attachment).  This person will be a resource for 

committees on standards required on posters and other advertising, where and when to 

advertise, and will help in making the MG organization more visible to the public.  A 

budget will be needed for 2014.  Ellen will submit a special allocations request. 

It was moved to create a position called ‘Public Relations Liaison,’ with the job 

description as submitted and amended in the July 2013 proposal.  The motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

Action Items 

 

Judy suggested that Kathy Clark submit scholarship winners’ names to GT column, “At 

Our Best.”   

People are encouraged to submit requests for special allocations funding. 

 

Meeting Evaluation 

 

Admiration for the many talented and energetic people spending a lot of time designing 

proposals, meeting was productive and finished early, appreciate the way Produce for the 

People request became CGAT, completing items that have been unresolved for months, 

CGAT thanks for people stepping up; will be a good fit for BCMGA, Bill’s time 

management, excellent proposal for Public Relation Liaison, volunteers are AMAZING!, 

JanetT’s delicious bread, good meeting---good results. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:47. 

 

 

Nancy Hart, Secretary 

 

Attachments: 

 

     President’s Report 

     Treasurer’s Report (office hard copy only) 

     Mentor Coordination Report 

     4-H Wildlife Stewardship Summit Committee Report 

     Community Garden Action Committee proposal 

     Public Relation Liaison proposal 

 

 

 

 
  
 



President’s Report 
Bill Glassmire 

July 2013 
 
 The July 2013 board meeting has a full agenda. I would like to finish the standard 

core of the meeting (approval of minutes, officer and extension reports) in one hour. If 
that does not work, it does not work--but please try to keep reports concise and limited 
to important information. Thanks! 

 
 The special allocations process is described in the “Finance” policy of the BCMGA 
policies and procedures, section 2.7. The PDF policies and procedures document is at 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/sites/default/files/bcmga_policies_and_procedu
res2013.pdf, and section 2.7 is on Adobe Reader page 14. 
 Three people have agreed to serve on the committee: Rosalind Hutton (chair), 

Jeanette Fair, and Allan Haight. Kathy Clark, the 2012 chair, will advise Rosalind about 
organizing the application process. I expect to ask the Insights Into Gardening 
committee and/or the Plant Sale committee to nominate one member each, because 

those committees are the primary money-raisers for BCMGA. 
 The intended special allocations schedule is: (1) applications will be accepted during 
the month of July; (2) the SA committee will meet in the last part of August to review the 

allocations and develop recommendations; (3) the board will discuss and vote on those 
recommendations at the September meeting. 
 There will be about $12,000 for the 2013 special allocations. In past years BCMGA 

has made donations to the library, Linn-Benton Community College, the fairgrounds, 
and the OSU Foundation. Also, we may allocate more money to add to the greenhouse 
fund, which right now has $5,000 set aside. 

 If you know any committee or project which could use a special allocation to improve 
its work and its outreach, please encourage them to apply. 
 There is a glitch in the above explanation. The special allocations policy says that a 

person who is chair of a committee applying for an allocation may not be the chair of the 
SA committee. Rosalind is co-chair of the demo garden committee, which may or may 
not apply for a special allocation.  

 My opinion right now is that, if it turns out that the policy rule would be broken, we will 
deal with the issue at that time. There are two reasons: (1) the reason for the rule is 
fairness, and there are other ways to achieve fairness; (2) Rosalind is willing to help, 

and she will do a good job. 
 
 Becky Goslow and Valerie Hervey, master gardeners from 2013, have agreed to 

serve as co-chairs of the Mentoring committee for 2014. 
 
 BCMGA still needs one person to serve on the scholarship committee for 2013-2014 

and 2014-2015. If you have suggestions, please let me know. 
 
 In June I wrote that Barb Fick had suggested that BCMGA purchase three trifold 

display boards, and that I proposed to purchase one with the President’s Discretionary 
Fund. Jensen Display in Portland, a one-person company and the suggested supplier, 
is willing but not anxious to make three boards, and the price would now be $289 per 

board. No decision has been made. 
 
 



Mentor Coordinator 

2013 Report 

This is my last report as mentor coordinator.  This year BCMGA had 21 veteran master 

gardeners volunteer to mentor and 33 people who required mentoring.  There were 27 

trainees from this year's class, 2 on line trainees, 2 cross over trainees from Linn County, 

1 transfer from Jackson County and 1 BCMGA master gardener returning after a hiatus 

of several years.  Ten mentors agreed to mentor two or more trainees, a special thanks to 

those mentors! 

This year was Benton County's turn to host the mentor luncheon.  The luncheon was held 

on 14 February 2013.  Several rooms of the Electrical Union's building were used to 

allow mentors to sit down with their trainees and to reduce the noise level in the main 

training room.  This is a potluck held every year usually in mid February.  Mentors bring 

a covered dish large enough to feed 6-8 people and spend the lunch break with their 

assigned trainees getting to know them and answering any questions that the trainee may 

have.  Benton County hosts the luncheon on odd numbered years. 

In addition to matching mentors with trainees the mentor coordinator participates in 

providing training to mentors.  This training updates mentors on procedure changes that 

may have taken place and gives them a refresher on the equipment used on the desk prior 

to them working with their trainees on the desk.  Because the desk committee chair was 

out of country this year training sessions were set up and coordinated by the mentor 

coordinator.  Many thanks to Steve Naberhuis, Jennifer Klammer, Paula Lupcho and 

Linda Steppan for helping with mentor training this year.  In addition to the regular 

mentor refresher training we also provided training on the pH meter, a newly acquired 

piece of equipment.  Because the meter did not come in until after the mentor training 

was complete a separate series of classes was held to teach how to use the meter.  A total 

of four mentor training sessions were held with sixteen mentors receiving refresher 

training.  Eleven pH meter training sessions were held with at least 33 people being 

trained on how to use the new pH meter. 

The mentor coordinator's budget is rolled up in the desk committee's budget.  This year 

no funds were expended by the mentor coordinator.  Since the advent of the hospitality 

committee, the budget provided for the mentor coordinator may no longer be needed.  

The budget was used mainly to provide beverages and tableware for the mentor lunch on 

the year's we host this event.  In the past years, plants were also been purchased to 

decorate the tables.  These were used as door prizes for the members of the new class 

after the lunch ended.  As the class size seems to continue to increase and the luncheon 

gets held in multiple rooms it is not physically or logistically feasible to provide table 

decorations or to call out door prize numbers where everyone can hear them. 

Two people have contacted me saying that they were interested in being mentor 

coordinator for next year, Valerie Hervey and Becki Goslow.  I told both of them that I 

will be glad to provide any information that they may require and that I will continue to 

be a mentor in the future.  

Submitted by Debbie Lauer 

 

 

 

 



4H Wildlife Stewards Youth Summit 

2013 Report 

This year was the fifth time that BCMGA has provided a learning station for the Youth 

Summit.  Our participation started in 2008.  In 2010 we did not participate. 

This year the summit was held on May 9 2013 at Jefferson Elementary School on Circle 

Drive.  The theme of the summit was 'Cycles'.  Our learning station focused on the 

cycling of energy through the food chain of the compost pile and also discussed the 

different roles of two types of earth worms (night crawlers and red wigglers) in the 

environment and finished up by looking at chickens and the transforming energy into 

providing food to humans.  Shona Trumbly brought in a remarkably diverse supply of 

various critters found in her compost pile. Nellie Oehler brought a couple of her hens to 

talk to the kids and once again stole the show.  Kids, bugs, worms and chickens a recipe 

for success.  We just managed the chaos. 

The summit started at 9:00 a.m. and was over by 2:30 p.m.  During that time six groups 

of students came through our learning station.  A total of 119 kids and 19 adults (138 

total contacts) visited our classroom.  County Commissioner Linda Modrell was one of 

our visitors.  Eight Master Gardeners provided instruction to the children.  Debbie Lauer 

and Shona Trumbly worked on the concept for the learning station and put together the 

information together, made the visual aids, collected the critters and provided a training 

session for the MGs who participated.  The training session to introduce the participants 

to the concepts was held just prior to the actual day of the summit.  Participating MGs 

were: 

 Deb Kern  

 Lynn Trimpe 

 Susan Hoffman 

 Carla Wrightman 

 Sherry Goeden 

 Shona Trumbly 

 Don Lauer  

 Debbie Lauer 

 

Night crawlers, poster board, and poster making supplies.  The poster board and supplies 

included the display provided for the Committee Fair presented to the incoming class of 

MG on the last day of class. 

 

Of major concern to this committee was the close proximity to the BCMGA plant sale 

this year.  Preparations for the Youth Summit were extremely rushed as it was held just 

five days after the plant sale.  Most MGs who participated volunteered at both activities 

leaving almost no time to get this put together.  Some also participated in the Corvallis 

Spring Garden Festival.  This activity was held in April the first several years that we 

participated, while the weather was more problematic the timing was better for the 

association.  While we had enough MGs to get this done it would have been better to 

have more people helping. 

        

 

 



BCMGA 

July 2013 

Proposal to create a “Community Garden Action Team” BCMGA committee 

Sue Domingues, Jennifer Klammer, Ellen Tappon, Janet Throop, Lynn Trimpe 

 

Committee Request Information: 

Contact Name Sue Domingues       phone  541.231.3859  

Project Name Community Garden Action Team (CGAT) 

 

Briefly describe your proposed committee: 

Create a Community Garden Action Team (CGAT), which would be a group of MGs 

who would work with community gardens to provide education.  The group’s purpose 

would be to help groups establish and sustain community gardens (Definition of 

community garden = any piece of land where a group of people garden).  Our focus 

would be working with young adults, new gardeners and low income families and 

reaching populations currently not served by BCMGA.  The committee will work with 

interested groups across Benton County, rather than being dedicated to one garden.  We 

will build relationships and trust with the community, as well as help gardeners create 

sustainable gardens through hands-on education.    

Benton County continues to expand the number of sites for community gardens and 

existing gardens need ongoing education and mentoring.   There are many new gardeners 

who would like access to education on how to start their own vegetable gardens.  Every 

year there are requests for this type of assistance from community groups throughout the 

county and the committee would provide a clear place for them to connect. 

Other potential activities include working with PAR, existing gardens, the food banks and 

gleaners to increase the effectiveness of food donations; establishing seed and plant-start 

sharing; connecting with 4H and other youth groups, and offering classes through 

Corvallis Parks and Recreation.  There is potential to provide education for MGs and 

trainees, as well.  We will work with related BCMGA committees (PAR, school gardens, 

speakers’ bureau, clinic table, etc.) as appropriate.   
This committee will adhere to all BCMGA Policies and Procedures.    Any collaboration with 
other groups for funding, grants, etc. would be covered by a memorandum of understanding 
and approved by BCMGA board. 
No funding is needed for 2013.  Once the proposal is approved, we will have a planning meeting 
and develop a budget to be submitted for the next fiscal year.  We will manage our budget to be 
commensurate with other similar committees. 
 

Interested committee members include: Sue Domingues, Jennifer Klammer, Lynn 

Trimpe, Ellen Tappon, and Janet Throop. 

How will MGs fit into their role as educators in your project? 

This committee would augment current programs by providing direct, hands-on garden 

mentoring and experience.  We will use curricula such as “Seeds to Supper” as well as 

direct in-garden education.  We will also educate interested groups in the sound 

establishment of new gardens.  We will look for opportunities to provide MG training as 

appropriate.  

 

How many people will benefit from this? 



Community garden participants, people with limited garden space, new gardeners, young 

adults and youth, smaller communities in Benton County and those suffering food 

insecurity.    We estimate there are currently approximately 125-150 families 

participating in community gardens in Corvallis.  (Dunawi Creek, Avery Park, Peanut 

Park, Sonrise, Westside, Calvin Presbyterian, Giving Garden, Philomath, Alpine Sharing 

Garden, HP).  Produce for the People had 350 people involved (including volunteers).  

The Seeds to Supper class in Spring 2013 had 17 participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BCMGA  
July 2013 
Proposal to establish a Public Relations Liaison 
Jennifer Klammer, Judy Shaw, Lynn Trimpe 
 
Job Description:  Public Relations Liaison 

 Be a source for publicity requirements/information, including the following: 

 MG logos, anti-discrimination statement, etc. 

 Media outlets 

o Print   (GT, DH, Co-op Thymes, Barometer, Extension Express) 

o Electronic   (MG Newsletter, weekly emails, Face Book page, BCMGA website, 

Craig’s List, Calendars on plant nursery/tourism web pages) 

 Radio/Television 

o Cable channel 29, local stations, Darkside screen 

 Displays/Signs 

o Footwise/other businesses’ windows; Public Library display case; Benton County 

Fairgrounds; Whiteside, etc. marquees; bulletin boards; banner over Harrison 

Street 

 

Be a connection between BCMGA, the Board, the Extension Office and the community 

 Be familiar with the BCMGA calendar of events 

 Be aware of community events (Fall Festival, Da Vinci Days, etc.) 

 Be a public relations liaison between the Board and BCMGA committees 

Duties/talents of the Public Relations Liaison 

 Attend Board meetings as needed 

 Have basic computer skills  

 Enjoy working with people 

 Believe in the MG mission and want to promote it 

 Facilitate the development of a Public Relations package available for use at any public 

event (Media Services’ DVD, handouts, tri-part display) 

 Submit budget and annual report 

 

Other thoughts, ideas and suggestions  

 At each BCMGA event/venue, consider effective ways to highlight our mission and 

accomplishments  (Example: Exit interview at Plant Sale, Place temporary MG signs during Dig & 

Divides and at Demo Garden and Central Park when the committees are working; consider 

stocking handouts/signups at these same locations) 



 


