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Benton County Master Gardener Association 
Board Meeting 
April 10, 2017 

 
 
In Attendance: Meleah Ashford, Christina Clark, Sophie Grow, Steve Jacobs, Judith Kenner, 
Deborah Kern, Jennifer Klammer, Paula Lupcho, Sheila Schweizer, Cyndie Shaner, Rich 
Taylor, Kathi Tucker, Peggy Worthington, Pat Wray (Also in attendance:  Susan Hoffman, Pami 
Monnette) 
 
Location: Benton County Extension Office 
 
President Judith Kenner called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm 
 
Mission moment: Jennifer Klammer attended the Philomath Community Health & Safety Fair. 
While it was an informative and interesting event, it was perhaps too general of a group for 
outreach effort. 
 
Gardening Moment: Judith Kenner recounted how her Mason bees were not hatching and she 
decided to return them. She put them in the car while she completed errands. On returning to 
her car she saw they were hatching (she couldn’t return them now!).  So she brought them 
home. Some of them hatched, but she is not seeing much activity.  Others noted that they had 
not seen a lot of bee activity, and thought it was too cold.    
 
Membership Approval of proposed changes to by-laws: Deb Kern reported that the 
proposed changes to the by-laws, Article II- Membership, were voted on and approved by 
membership at the March 13 association meeting.   
For the record:  

Judith Kenner presented the proposed changes to the membership. Paula Lupcho moved 
that the proposed changes to the by laws be approved as written, it was seconded and 
unanimously passed.  (Approved changes attached) 
 

Adoption of Minutes: It was moved by Paula, seconded, and unanimously passed to 
approved the March 13, 2017 minutes as amended.  
 
Officer Reports:  
 
President: Judith Kenner: 
Sustainability Fair and Town Hall:  A Master Gardener outreach table was staffed at the fair, 
resulting about 25 contacts and 8-12 people who signed up for more information on how to 
become a master gardener.  
 
Meeting with Food Action Team, Edible Garden Group (FAT EGG): Judith reported on the  
meeting she attended with the Edible Garden Group (EGG). 
• The EGG believes there is a demand for more organic gardening training through the 

extension office. — This statement generated a discussion among the BCMGA board, many 
agreeing that organic means different thing to different people and perhaps there is a 
misperception of the training currently available. Pami will discuss the perceived view of 
limited organic gardening training with Brooke. 
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• Judith briefed the EGG on the idea of a lending library. They suggested the lending library 

should be neighborhood based, stating that a library at a single location would not be 
sustainable.  
• Edible Garden Tours will be held in Aug, time to be announced. They would like to have 

Master Gardeners be on hand to walk with the participants and answer questions during the 
tours. 

     
Tool lending:  Judith will meet with Pami next week to discuss. 
 
Vice- President: Sophie Grow:   
Association Meeting Programs: Currently planned presentations and field trips: 
• April: Crop time module by Nick Andrews. 
• May: Dry Farming by Amy Garrett from Small Farms. 
• June: Field trip to Rogerson Clematis (June 28, Wed) 
• Possible field trips: 

-  Iseli conifer farms in Boring Oregon.  (Possibly in cooler time of year.)  
-  West Coast giant pumpkin regatta in Tualatin (Oct 21)   
• Looking for suggestions for Aug. There will be no field trip in July because of the IMGC in 

Portland.  
 
Treasurer: Kathi Tucker: 
March Financials: Kathi presented the financial reports: (Financial reports attached.) 
 
New address: We now have a UPS box in the Sunset shopping center.  We were given a 
discount of 6 free months because of our non-profit status. Our new mailing address is: 
BCMGA, 5060 SW Philomath Blvd. #197, Corvallis, OR 97333 
 
Membership Secretary: Meleah Ashford:   
MG Award nominations: Meleah presented the names of those nominated for Master 
Gardener awards.  The nominees were asked to leave the room while the board discussed and 
voted with the following results. 
• Benton County Master Gardener of the Year:  Christina Clark 
• Benton County Behind the scenes:  Rich Taylor  
• Statewide Master Gardener of the Year (none) 
• State wide Behind the scenes. (none) 
 
Extension Report: Pami Opfer:  
• Spring Garden festival: Pami will help with marketing.  
• Master Gardeners booth at Farmers Markets beginning soon. Pami will post the farmers 

market sign up on line 
• Summer workshop series is being scheduled. (Primarily for Seed to Supper attendees) 
• MG Summer sessions for trainees and veterans are being planned: 

-  May tree walk 
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-  Irrigation (in Albany) 
-   Advance vegetable gardening (in BC demo garden) 
-  Problem plant walk with Brooke. 

 
• Brooke working on more citizen scientist projects, and on-line webinars for CE 
 
Committee/Liaison Reports: 
Fairgrounds Entrance Garden: Cyndie Shaner 
• Four trainees signed up and will focus on the long bed. 
• Retaining wall built in deer resistant bed.  
• Pollinator bed and others will be getting new plants. Will go to Peoria gardens to select 

plants.   
 
NPK project: Christina Clark:  NPK committee is introducing a new format for the information 
sheets.  There will be a one page condensed sheet to display in the Kiosk, and a link to the blog 
site with more detailed information. Construction of more Kiosks will begin after the plant sale.  
 
Plant Sale: Christina Clark: Currently have 3,921 plants, donations from Shonnard’s, and 3000 
from the greenhouse. Plants will be priced at 50 percent off during the last two hours of the sale. 
Policy has been established to allow volunteers to purchase plants on Friday before the sale. 
 
IMGC bicycle display: Sheila Schweizer reported that they have acquired a bicycle from the 
40s in good condition and have some decorating ideas. She requested ideas for items to give 
away. They are also looking for a phrase for the display that supports the conference theme. 
Pat noted we should include our logo phrase: “We Grow Smarter Gardeners” 
 
Proposed additions to bylaws: Paula Lupcho & Pat Wray presented proposed addition to the 
bylaws: (attached).  The changes add Section 5: Removal of Board Member and Section 6: 
Conflict of Interest.    
Christina Clark moved that the proposed changes to the by laws be approved as 
amended, it was seconded and unanimously approved. (The proposed amendment will be 
advertised to membership and voted on in the May Association meeting) 
 
Request for grant approval: Susan Hoffman has drafted a follow-on grant request for the 
Seed to Supper program, including statistics that show how the program has supported the 
community in past years, and how the program is improving. Susan requested board approval 
to submit the grant request to Rotary After Five.   
Jennifer Klammer moved that we support the application for the renewal of the Rotary 
Club Community Grant Application for Community Garden Action Team: Year 2. It was 
seconded and unanimously approved. 
 
Good of the Association: “Vote Yes for 4-H & Benton County Extension” buttons were 
distributed to board members. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at: 2:50 pm 
 
---------------------------------- 
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Deborah Kern, Secretary 
ARTICLE IV  -- THE BOARD 
 

SECTION 1. Members of the Board 
a.   The Board shall consist of the elected officers, the past president,  
      appointed position(s), and ex officio position(s). 
b.   Appointed positions shall be the newsletter editor and any other that  
      the board deems necessary to carry out the purposes of the  
      Association.  
c.   Ex officio position(s) shall be the Community Horticulture Agent or   
      his/her designee, and he/she or the designee shall serve as an advisor  
      to the Board of Directors.  

SECTION 2. Duties of Board Members    
a.    The duties of the Board shall be to establish standing and special 
       committees, to appoint temporary officers to fill unexpired terms of    
       office for all positions except president, and to act on all affairs of the  
       Association as a whole. 

SECTION 3. The Board shall hold monthly meetings, or as frequently as deemed 
necessary, to conduct the Association business. 

SECTION 4. Voting Rights 
a.   Elected officers and the past president have the right of one vote for  
      each board position.  If two people share a position, that position has  
      one vote.    
b.   Appointed members and ex officio members are non-voting. 

SECTION 5. Removal of a Board Member 
   a.  A board member may be removed, with or without cause, by a vote of  

2/3 of the Board of Directors present at the meeting.  The board 
member shall be given at least 15 days written notice by first class or 
certified mail of the termination and the reason for the termination, and 
an opportunity for the member to be heard by the Board.  The board 
member shall be heard and all deliberations of the board regarding the 
termination shall be conducted in executive session.  The decision of 
the Board of Directors is final. 

SECTION 6. Conflict of Interest 
  a.  In conducting the business of the association, the purposes and interests  

of the association shall supersede any personal or financial benefits that 
may accrue to an individual board member by action taken by the 
board. 

b.  Whenever a board member has a financial or personal interest in any  
matter coming before the board of directors, the affected person shall a) 
fully disclose the nature of the interest and b) withdraw from 
discussion, lobbing, and voting on the matter.  Any transaction or vote 
involving a potential conflict of interest shall be approved only when a 
majority of unaffected directors determine that it is in the best interest 
of the association to do so.  The minutes of meetings at which such 
votes are taken shall record such disclosure, abstention and rational for 
approval. 
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