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Benton County Master Gardener™ Association 

Regular Board Meeting 

November 3, 2014 
 

In attendance:  Kathy Clark, Brooke Edmunds, Susan Hoffman, Bill Glassmire, Rich Little, 

Paula Lupcho, Janet Magedanz, Pami Opfer, Steve Naberhuis, Sheila Schweizer, Judy Shaw, 

Jana Tindall, Lynn Trimpe, Debbie Wray, Pat Wray 
 

The regular board meeting of the Benton County Master Gardener Association was held at the 

Benton County Extension Office on November 3, 2014.  President Janet Magedanz called the 

meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Election:  Paula Lupcho was elected secretary pro tem for the November board meeting. 
 

Mission Moment  

The Plant Sale Committee has completed its fall D&Ds and nearly 2800 plants have been 

potted.  It was a great effort by the committee. 
 

Garden Moment 

 Debbie and Pat Wray shared 17 examples of different dahlias from their garden.  It 

demonstrated the great variety of form and color available.  Debbie and Pat shared that 

they went to Swan Island for the first time this year. 

 Janet Magedanz shared her experience at the Garland’s Nursery row sale; she 

demonstrated the focused determination necessary to secure the perfect plant.  
 

Minutes:  The minutes of the October 6, 2014 board meeting were approved as amended with a  

spelling correction of Eric Nielsen’s name. 
 

New Committee Proposal 

Pat Wray presented his proposal to create an Outreach Committee that will oversee all 

aspects of public relations and publicity for the association.  It will consist of 6 

subcommittees, each with a designated function, as part of a coordinated effort to make 

marketing and publicity more efficient.  It will also focus on recruiting as part of a long-

term strategic approach to increase the number of active and involved volunteers.  Brooke 

Edmunds asked to be involved with this committee. 

It was moved and seconded to approve the proposal for the Outreach Committee.  

The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Membership  

It was moved, seconded and passed that Steve Naberhuis be selected as a Lifetime 

Member of BCMGA. 
 

OMGA Report:  Lynn Trimpe reported on the OMGA meeting held on Sat., Nov. 1. 

 It was noted that criteria for membership, hours, and cost of training varied widely 

between chapters. 

 Some chapters reported that an increase in the number of hours for recertification (as 

recommended by the national association) would be a hardship for their membership. 

 The International Master Gardener Conference will be held in Portland in 2017.  There 

will be over 100 speakers.  It will be held at the Convention Center. 
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o BCMGA sponsorship of this event will be discussed at the December board 

meeting as part of budget adoption. 

 Chapters were asked to consider hosting either an OMGA Executive Board meeting or a 

quarterly meeting 

o Hosting an OMGA Quarterly meeting in Benton County on November 7, 

2015 was approved by the board. 

o It was moved and passed unanimously to amend the previous motion and to 

host the OMGA Quarterly meeting on June 6, 2015. 

 Mini College will be held Aug. 6-8, 2015 (Thurs., Fri., Sat.) in McMinnville. 

 OMGA has updated its website.  It will be launched on Jan. 1, 2015.  The website will 

enable chapters to post individual chapter events.   

o NB:  Jana Tindall provided the following information when it became available 

later in November.  “OMGA is launching a new website using the WordPress 

program.  It will be very user friendly and have a lot of interaction for all 

chapters.  Everyone is encouraged to check it out, test it, and provide feedback to 

Larry Byrum if interested.  Test addresses are: omga.org/wordpress/ or 

http://omga.org/wordpress/.” 
 

Vice President 

Jana Tindall reported on upcoming events.   

 The Awards/Graduation evening will be held on Thursday, Nov. 13 at the 

Electrician Training Facility in Tangent. 

 The annual Greens Party will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 3 from 10 to 1 at 

Guerber Hall at the Benton County Fairground. 
 

Extension Express:  The deadline for the January/February Extension Express is Dec. 8. 
 

President’s Report 

 There was a brief discussion about when, where, and how BCMGA recognized 

supportive non-Master Gardeners (spouses and others).   

 Signe Danler is coordinating the “Come Alive Outside Design Challenge” project, a 

national landscape design challenge to design an outdoor learning environment.  Monroe 

Elementary School has been selected as the site.  This is a collaborative effort between 

OSU students, high school and elementary school students, and landscape professionals.  

Several Master Gardeners in Monroe have been contacted to determine their interest in 

becoming involved with this project. 

 Gail Langellotto sent a letter to BCMGA thanking the association for its donation to the 

OSU Foundation in support of the State Master Gardener Program. 

 Windowsill Gardening:  Patricia Fordney and Glen Canning will be co-chairs of the 

committee. 

 2015 Budget:  The finance committee will meet in November to discuss the budget.  The 

committee will consist of Steve Naberhuis, Kathy Clark, Bill Glassmire, Paula Lupcho, 

and Janet Magedanz. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 Steve reported that both Insights into Gardening and Plant Sale have requested increases 

to their budgets for 2015. 

http://omga.org/wordpress/
http://omga.org/wordpress/
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 $300 in 2015 dues has been collected. 

 A range of $17,000 to $20,000 is held in reserve each year to meet the expenses of the 

association should there be a downturn in fundraising income. 

 The current bank balance is $38,581.48. 

 

 

Extension Report 

 Pami has just returned from the Master Gardener Coordinators’ Conference in New 

Jersey and shared some of the topics that were discussed. 

o Criteria for recertification were presented.  The National Association has worked 

on the national recertification standard for over 3 years.  The recommendation is 

10 hours of education and 20 hours of outreach.  A recurring question for 

states/chapters is how to recertify.  Criteria vary between and within states. 

o How MGs stay current was another topic.  Some counties offer required classes to 

update Master Gardeners on information that has changed. 

 Brooke reported on the findings of the survey she conducted about advanced training.  

Plant diagnosis and plant ID were among the most popular.  In Benton County, 24% of 

MG’s responded.  Linn Co. had a 74% return.  Brooke also noted that Gail Langellotto 

would offer an entomology class during the summer (when the lab is free) at OSU.   

There was consensus that the fall is the best time to conduct advanced training. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:55. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Paula Lupcho 

Secretary pro tem 

 


