
Benton County Master Gardener Association 

Board Meeting 

September 8, 2014 

 

 
In Attendance:   Kathy Clark, Rich Little, Paula Lupcho, Janet Magedanz, Steve Naberhuis, Sandy 

Piper, Judy Shaw, Jana Tindall, and Debbie Wray 

 

Location:  Benton County Extension Offices 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:04 a.m. by Janet Magedanz. 

 

Mission Moment:   

 Judy Shaw and Janet Magedanz attended the Fall Fling sponsored by the Polk County Master 

Gardeners.  They enjoyed the great slides plus the information about clematis and attracting birds, 

bees, and butterflies into a garden. 

 Judy also reported that dahlias from Sandy Piper’s garden recently decorated the wedding of a 

Grass Roots’ employee. 

 

Gardening Moment:  Janet Magedanz invited each person to share a favorite gardening tool and/or a 

method to keep track of tools to avoid losing them.  Favorite tools varied.  Some of the methods not to 

lose tools included: 

 Keeping all small tools in a five-gallon bucket and keeping the bucket close-by. 

 Keeping clippers in several locations. 

 Adapting an old golf bag to hold tools. 

 Putting tools in the middle of a path to be seen easily. 

 Painting the handles of all tools a bright color. 

Debbie Wray will cover the October Gardening Moment. 

 

Rich Little reported on the state task force appointed to assess the dying bee populations.   

 The task force met throughout the summer in order to meet the deadline for recommendations.  It 

officially ends October 1, 2014; however, the Oregon State House and Senate can decide to 

extend actions based on its recommendations. 

 Given the diversity on the task force, Rich is pleased that they have been able to reach consensus; 

however, he cannot yet reveal its recommendations. 

 They have been discussing the possibility of a larger role for the Extension Service in 

disseminating information about pollinators, and they anticipate collaboration with other 

agencies. 

 Rich cited two examples of such educational information: 

o Neonicotinoid pesticides are banned in Europe but not banned by the EPA which 

conducts tests on pesticides as they are labeled, not what is marketed.  Some of the 

“inert” ingredients impact the pesticide making it more toxic. 

o Nurseries market “pollinator friendly plants” that have been subjected to pesticides that 

are toxic to pollinators.  They can still sell such plants but should not label them as 

“pollinator friendly.” 

o Homeowner products can be as much as 100% stronger than what is allowed for 

commercial application. 

 The task force’s report will become public record.  Its recommendations are for actions to protect 

all pollinators, not just bees. 

 



 

Adoption of Minutes:  The August minutes were adopted as amended after the date and two typos were 

corrected. 

 

Nominations Committee Update:  Kathy Clark reported that the committee (Kathy, Jana Tindall, and 

Susan Hoffman) has generated names, is actively seeking a president-elect, and hopes to be finished by 

the end of the week. 

 

Letter from Gail Langellotto:  Janet Magedanz has received a letter from Gail Langellotto asking if the 

OSU Master Gardener Program would be interested in hosting the 2017 International Master Gardener 

Conference.  The consensus of the board was to provide support and to defer further discussion until the 

December meeting when the budget is being built.   

 

Food Day 2014:  Janet Throop had emailed Janet Magedanz regarding Food Day at the First Alternative 

Co-operative on October 24, 2014.  Janet forwarded the email to Sue Domingues so that Master 

Gardeners will be represented at this event. 

 

Request from KJ Lee:  Janet Magedanz received a request to support KJ Lee’s enrollment in an OSU 

soils class.  After discussing the timing of the request against the (probable) dates of the course, the cost 

of the course, and the MGA policy of receiving a return from an expenditure, the consensus of the board 

was for Janet to email Mr. Lee asking him for the specific dates and waiting for his response. 

 

Master Gardener Signs:  Kathy Clark reported that at the Plant Sale Committee meeting, it was 

suggested that signs be purchased that would say “Master Gardeners at Work.”  They would be high-

contrast and put out whenever Master Gardeners were working in a yard, thus promoting MG visibility 

and activities.  It was moved, seconded, and passed to authorize $150 for Kathy to purchase five signs 

that would also include the MG logo.  Kathy will negotiate details. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Steve Naberhuis reported that special allocations have not been sent yet and that 

there was little activity the past month.  He also reminded the board that annual dues will be coming up 

soon.   

 

Publications:  Paula Lupcho announced two upcoming deadlines for the Extension Express: 

 October 14 for the November 12th edition 

 December 9 the for January 2 edition 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:19 a.m.  


