
Benton County Master Gardener Association 

Board Meeting 

August 1, 2016 

 

 
In Attendance:   Hank Beuttel, Brooke Edmunds Sally Elliott, Judith Kenner, Deb Kern, Jennifer 
Klammer, Paula Lupcho, Pami Opfer, Sandy Piper, and Rich Taylor, Peggy Worthington, and Pat Wray    
 
Location:  Benton County Extension Offices 
 
President Jennifer Klammer called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Jennifer Klammer began the meeting by introducing Pay Wray as a new member of the board serving as 
Communication Liaison.   
 
Mission Moment:   
 

 Sally Elliott reported that Master Gardeners talked to a minimum of 200 visitors to the Demo 

Garden during daVinci Days on July 16th.  Many asked questions about gardening and some 
asked about becoming a Master Gardener.  Presentations about watering and Seed to Supper 
especially drew visitors’ attention. 

 One suggestion to improve tracking how people learn about Master Gardeners is to record how 
workshop participants learn about Master Gardeners.  

 Victoria Skillman sent a thank-you to the board for having received the Marie Madison 

Scholarship. 
 
Adoption of Minutes:  It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the July 11, 2016 minutes as 

amended.  

 

2016 Board Visibility Goals Updates 

 

 Board President Jennifer Klammer expressed her pride in the Benton County Master Gardener 
Association’s accomplishments towards education and visibility.   

 Demo Garden signs are in place. 

 Pami Opfer reported that there is great support and progress for the NPK kiosks and pointed out 
that Christina Clark has been key to making this project happen. 

 

Policy Review Updates:  Jennifer Klammer reminded board members that the policy review updates are 
due by the end of August.  (See attached schedule.) 
 

Treasurer:  Paula Lupcho presented the following items to the board: 

 All Marie Madison Scholarships have been paid. 

 Mini College reimbursements and plant sale costs are the biggest expenditures to come in this 
year’s budget. 

 Note that last year October had the most financial outflow because of special allocations; 

however, this year there will be no special allocations awarded. 

 The timing for board training expenditures needs to be addressed because the discount for early 
registration comes in December (one budget year) but the actual training comes in January (the 
following budget year).  Paula suggested using remaining discretionary funds in December 2016 



to pay for the registration followed by including the correct amount for early registration in the 
2017 and following budgets. 

 
Upcoming Benton County Master Gardener Association Programs:  Peggy Worthington outlined the 

monthly programs for the rest of 2016: 

 September 19—Annual picnic at the Fairgrounds. 

 October 17—Seed Saving 

 November—Annual trainee graduation 

 December—Annual greens party.  Per policy, this program has been held on the first Wednesday 
in December.  The board supported eliminating the specific date in order to facilitate easier 
scheduling in early December.  Jennifer Klammer suggested that the board discuss the scheduling 
of this event before the date is set for December 2017. 

 

President Elect Report:  Judith Kenner: 

 The Mini College donations totaled an estimated $935 and included a wide range of donations 
from smaller ones which were grouped into one cluster to a valuable two-night getaway in 
Ashland. 

 Judith will work with Pami Opfer and two association members to bring to the September board 

meeting a complete slate of nominations for the 2017 board. 
 
Committee Updates:   

 Outreach 

o Pay Wray reported that Jana Tindall will serve as the Print Subcommittee Chair, that in 
general the Outreach Committee needs people to serve in the subcommittees, and that 

committee members are gaining clarity regarding their function.  They would like 
guidance regarding how best to support workshops. 

o The Shrewsbury Festival could be a possible place to promote and/or recruit master 
gardeners.  Attending master gardeners could dress up but still represent the Master 
Gardener Program. 

o Pami Opfer thanked Bob Smythe for his work in spreading flyers around town and for the 
extensive details he assembled to make it easier for another person to follow him.   

o Pami also mentioned that they are beginning to work to include photos in the Master 
Gardener Directory, recognizing that it will be a gradual process.   

o Six Master Gardeners attended the Benton County Fair BBQ:  Peggy Worthington, Sally 
Elliott, Rosiland Hutton, Kathy Clark, and Pat and Debbie Wray. 

o Pami is working with Rosiland to develop recruitment papers to be used at the Benton 
County Fair. 

 

Extension Report: 

 Pami Opfer will send an email for volunteers to donate tomatoes for the tomato tasting workshop 
on September 10th. 

 Both Pami Opfer and Brooke Edmunds will be teaching at Mini College. 

 Pami and Brooke are also continuing to improve the manner in which training is conducted: 

o Training will be condensed into 8 weeks instead of 11. 
o A goal is to increase training in the field.  There will be less in-class time but more 

required workshops throughout the season, e.g., utilizing the Demo Garden as a training 
lab. 

o They are currently working on the training schedule for 2017.  It will probably begin in 
February instead of January, and they hope to be able to have all training meetings on the 

same day of the week to facilitate scheduling for the trainees. 



 Pami specified, in response to a question that Jennifer Klammer reported from a Seed to Supper 
participant, that, yes, Master Gardeners can receive credit for such participation.  This detail will 
be included in future advertising.   

 Pami announced that Janet Throop and Don and Debbie Lauer will be giving free talks at the 
Philomath Library. 

 She also explained that they are still considering Monroe and Alsea for a Seed to Supper 
Program, but they don’t know yet if it will be workable. 

 Brooke Edmunds talked about the fire-resistant garden that is being developed by the Philomath 
Fire Department.  Chris Bentley, who has been instrumental in designing and implementing it, 
has asked if the Master Gardeners would be interested in maintaining it.  After considerable 
discussion about the unknowns in such a commitment, it was decided that Brooke will email 
Chris asking for additional details. 

 

Good of the Association:  Paula Lupcho asked the board members to think about the budget. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:27 a.m. 
 
 

 

___________________________________ 

Sandy Piper 
Secretary 
 


