
Benton County Master Gardener Association 

Board Meeting 

June 2, 2014 

 

 
In Attendance:   Kathy Clark, Brooke Edmunds, Bill Glassmire, Don Lauer, Paula Lupcho, Janet 

Magedanz, Steve Naberhuis, Sandy Piper, Judy Shaw, Ellen Tappon, Jana Tindall, Lynn Trimpe, Debbie 

Wray 

 

Location:  Benton County Extension Offices 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Janet Magedanz. 

 

Mission Moment:  Judy Shaw discovered that a lighted loupe was very helpful in identifying scale on 

houseplants.  Kathy Clark’s suggestion that the Master Gardeners purchase them for new trainees 

triggered other comments regarding gifts to the trainees:  Paula Lupcho praised the gift of garden gloves 

and Kathy said that the plant sale committee could use the leftover kneeling pads from last year.   

 

Gardening Moment:   

 Janet Magedanz brought a stem of Philadelphus “Belle Etoile” from her garden.  Her plant is 

about 7’ tall with arching branches, is wonderfully fragrant, and blooms for about two weeks. 

 Janet also has extra spinach for board members to take home. 

 Jana Tindall brought two red anthurium to give away. 

 Sandy Piper will be responsible for the July Gardening Moment. 

 

Adoption of Minutes:  The May Board Meeting Minutes were adopted after the following corrections 

were made: 

 Steve Naberhuis was added to the attendance. 

 Two typos were corrected:  Pat Wray and Cronemiller Lake. 

 An inaccurate comment was deleted under the Extension Express section. 

 Ellen Tappon provided a clearer wording for the history and purpose of the Community Garden 

Action Team. 

 

Ad-hoc Committee Report on Standing Committees and Projects:   

 Paula Lupcho reported that the list of Standing Committees/Projects was established several years 

ago for trainees.  This current ad-hoc committee maintained the basic groups on the list but added 

two categories (Liaison Positions and Inactive Committees) and one column (Partner 

Organizations).   

 The revised list was sent to committee chairs for their input.  Some have responded.   

 The “Fairground Entrance Garden” is a new name to reflect the changes in the garden which is no 

longer primarily a planting garden. 

 Judy Shaw asked who is currently watering the plants inside the Benton County Library building.  

There is apparently confusion regarding who is actually responsible for this job, including 

whether or not a representative from the city asked Kathi Tucker to have the Central Park 

Committee do it.  Janet Magedanz will talk to Kathi regarding her understanding of this task. 

 Judy Shaw served on the Public Relations Committee and can provide copies of the committee’s 

proposal, including a job description for the Public Relations Liaison, if requested by the board.  

Kathy Clark suggested that, if this responsibility is dependent on one person, perhaps it should be 



a board position.  Ellen Tappon agreed since the responsibilities are so critical.  Lynn Trimpe and 

Janet Magedanz both voiced the suggestion that this responsibility should be shared by more than 

one person.  Janet will form a committee in the fall to further examine this issue and continue the 

conversation.  Paula will not distribute anything until after the new committee has finished its 

work. 

 Steve Naberhuis noted that the chair of the Windowsill Gardening Committee is stepping down 

and asked if anyone else has been identified to assume this responsibility.  The schools have 

moved this activity from the second grade to the first grade curriculum which has created a 

problem because of different perceptions of the abilities necessary to successfully accomplish the 

tasks.  There is some question whether or not this committee is even active now.  Paula Lupcho 

suggested that Linda Burgess, who has been the chair of this committee, be asked to provide her 

perceptions and ideas for the board to consider at a future board meeting.   Janet will contact 

Lindy and ask her to do this. 

 

Barb Fick Gifts Decision:  Janet Magedanz will hand deliver the gifts to Barb which include:   

 A gift certificate to Dancing Oaks Nursery 

 A $200 visa card 

 A 10-punch pass for Trysting Tree Golf Course 

 A paperbark maple tree and accompanying plaque planted in Central Park in her honor 

 The decision regarding the digital camera (detailed in the May minutes) 

 

South Benton County Program Ideas:   

 Don Lauer summarized for the board the May 29th event at the Monroe Library.  The goal was to 

involve more residents in southern Benton County in the Master Gardener Program.  Don’s 

understanding is that Monroe area residents understand Benton County Master Gardeners as 

Corvallis Master Gardeners, a perception that needs to be changed.   

 This event included tables on water-testing table, food-preservation, forestry business, and Master 

Gardeners. 

 Brooke Edmonds (also reflecting Derek Godwin’s comments) suggested that training for new 

Master Gardeners should be changed so that it could more easily involve residents outside of the 

Corvallis area, e.g., a video electronic connection at the Monroe Library with certified Master 

Gardeners present to answer questions.  Another option could be offering classes on-line coupled 

with an additional scheduled time for trainees to come together for discussion and questions.  

Yamhill County has been successful with this model for training which avoids the disconnected 

feeling that is frequently a consequence of on-line only classes. 

 Ellen Tappon pointed out that the volunteer requirements for new trainees can be problematic for 

residents outside the Corvallis area since most of the volunteer opportunities are in the Corvallis 

area.  Successful outreach must include volunteer opportunities that are easier to reach. 

  Other suggestions to consider that could reach south Benton County residents include: 

o Organizing brown bag lunches covering varied gardening and farming topics 

o Showing videos from Gearing Up for Gardening 

o Focusing on outreach for training, e.g., promoting one of the scholarships in Barb Fick’s 

name 

 Jana Tindall and Don Lauer both reminded the board that Master Gardener outreach includes 

many areas outside Corvallis; outreach is not limited to Monroe.   

 Janet Magedanz complimented Don on his work in Monroe, underlined the need for outreach to 

continue, and reminded the board that new activities often begin with a relatively small response 

but then grow.  She suggested that Don increase the chances of success by surveying the Monroe 

attendees regarding their interests and time availability.  Don agreed to conduct such a survey. 



 Kathy Clark remembered that it takes 2-3 years for new programs to become established; 

therefore, we need to be content with fewer people in the beginning. 

 Steve Naberhuis expressed a concern that the Master Gardeners not be in a position to compete 

with Gail Langelotto’s program, even though hers has a different audience.   

 Benton County Commissioners should be informed of expanded outreach programs. 

 In summary, outreach is a complex issue and must be carefully planned and implemented in order 

to be successful.  Janet Magedanz proposed that Don and other board members continue the 

discussion regarding outreach.  Brooke Edmunds will take the lead and work with Don and Ellen 

Tappon to develop a proposal to be brought to the board at a future meeting.  Ellen suggested that 

the goal can be framed as the Oregon State University Extension Service, which includes Master 

Gardeners, setting up broader programs with a pilot being conducted in Monroe. 

 

Extension Express:  Paula Lupcho encouraged board members to submit articles for publication in the 

Extension Express.  They can be about anything garden-related, e.g., problems with rust this year or 

replacements to the winter kill gardens suffered this year.  Paula also pointed out that Chrissy Lucas does 

the actual layout for the publication.  Lynn Trimpe will send submit an article regarding Mini College. 

 

Special Allocations Committee:  Janet Magedanz presented the following people to serve on the Special 

Allocations Committee:  Steve Jacobs, Paula Lupcho, Jeanette Fair, Bill Glassmire, and Jana Tindall.  It 

was moved, seconded, and passed to appoint them to this committee. 

 

Marie Madison Scholarship Committee:  Jeanette Fair and Sandy Piper have agreed to serve on this 

committee for the coming year.  Janet Magedanz will contact people from a list of suggestions from the 

board in order to identify a third person. 

 

Mini-College Silent Auction Items:  Kathy Clark was pleased to report that because of great generosity 

no more donations are needed for the silent auction.  There are enough.   

 

Spineless Wonders Financial Concern:  Janet Magedanz contacted Rich Little regarding his program on 

bees at Insights Into Gardening and Betty Goergen from Linn County in an effort to resolve confusion 

regarding allocation of funds for this presentation.  Rich reported to Janet that he believes it is “a non-

issue.”  Betty sent an email to Janet stating, “As far as I know it is resolved.”   

 

Summer Garden Tours as reported by Jana Tindall: 

 Wednesday, June 4, Seabright Gardens, Salem 

 Monday, July 21, Sweet Earth Vineyards, Monroe 

 Jana is still identifying a tour for August 

 

Treasurer’s Report as reported by Steve Naberhuis: 

 Insights Into Gardening was profitable, even after the additional expenses regarding the restart 

because of the weather.   

o Steve expressed a concern that LaSells Stewart Center is charging a higher rental fee.  

Master Gardeners has a five-year contract with LaSells Stewart Center to reserve the 

space; however, rental fees are not specified in the agreement. 

o Steve requested that $650 be moved out of Discretionary Funds to cover the difference in 

the LaSells Stewart Center rental fee.  Consensus of the board was not to move the funds 

but, instead, to have the spreadsheet represent the actual cost details.  

 Paula Lupcho suggested that, because of the cyclical nature of when funds are accrued vs. when 

they are distributed, there is a need to reserve $1,000 to be available for scholarships.   

 In summary, the Benton County Master Gardener Association is in good shape financially. 



 Steve received a bill for $94.78 from a trainee committee that focused on weed-identification at 

the Spring Garden Festival.  The committee had not been authorized to spend the money; 

however, their presentation was well done and popular.  Kathy Clark pointed out that if the 

Master Gardeners pay for it, we own it and should keep it in our possession.  Where should that 

be?  Another concern expressed was that instruction to trainees be very clear regarding 

expenditures to support their Spring Garden presentations.  It was moved, seconded, and passed 

to pay this bill with the understanding that the product of the presentation now belongs to the 

Master Gardener Association. 

 

Extension Report: 

 Brooke Edmunds suggested that the Seed-to-Supper Program perhaps needs a new host and asked 

if there might be interest in returning to Benton County again.  Consensus of the board was, 

“yes.” 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:04 a.m. 

 


