
Benton County Master Gardener Association 

Board Meeting 

May 2, 2016 

 

 
In Attendance:  Kathy Clark, Brooke Edmunds, Sally Elliott, Steve Jacobs, Judith Kenner, Deb Kern, 
Jennifer Klammer, Paula Lupcho, Pami Opfer, Rich Taylor, Jana Tindall, and Peggy Worthington.    
 
Location:  Benton County Extension Offices 
 
President Jennifer Klammer called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 

Paula Lupcho was elected as secretary pro tem. 
 
Mission Moment:  Jana Tindall attended the Spring Garden Festival and reported that the trainee 
displays were very good and visually appealing.  The trainees seemed to be enjoying themselves and each 
group made 40 to 60 public contacts. 
 
Gardening Moment:  Kathy Clark visited relatives in Virginia Beach, VA last month, where her sister-

in-law is a Master Gardener intern (trainee).  Kathy shared pictures of various Master Gardener projects 
including a Children’s Educational Garden, Kitchen Garden, vegetable gardens at colonial sites, and a 2 
acre site at the extension station where many different types and uses for plant material are displays in 
separate plots. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes for the April 4, 2016 board meeting were approved as amended. 
 

Officer Reports 

 

President:  One of the board goals for this is to expand community education and improve Master 
Gardener visibility to the public. 
 

 Demo Garden:  Steve Jacobs reported on signage for Demo Garden.  Steve showed the 20 signs 

that he has designed for Demo Garden to facilitate education about the work that is being done 
and the plants that grown.  Three options of materials are available to have the signs produced.  
Aluminum is the most expensive, but it is the most durable.  These cost approximately $20/sign.  
It was moved, seconded, and unanimously passed that up to $700 from the board 

discretionary fund be allocated for the purchase and installation of signage. 

 Seed to Supper:  Jennifer Klammer reported that there would be monthly (May-September) 

follow-up classes for participants in this year’s program.  This included 70 adults and 15 children.  
The June meeting will be the tomato give-away.  There is also discussion about providing a 
voucher to participants for canning and cooking classes through extension. 

 Farmers’ Market Topic of the Day:  Sally Elliott and Pami Opfer are working on the selection of 
specific topics that will be featured at the MG Clinic Table on selected Farmers’ Market days.  
The Farmers’ Market director will only be able to publicize these topics on their website and 

social media outlets.  The Spring Festival displays will be turned into Pami and stored for future 
use at venues like Farmers’ Market Clinic Table. 

 Board Liaison Responsibilities:  Jennifer Klammer reviewed the liaison responsibilities with the 
board 

 
  



Treasurer: 

 Thanks to Jana Tindall’s diligence, the last Green Thumb sponsorship has been received.  Insights 
into Gardening has now surpassed the $4000 mark for net income. 

 A solicitation was received from the Corvallis Flower Basket Program.  It was moved, seconded 

and passed unanimously to donate $75 of board discretionary funds to this program. 

 Paula Lupcho reported that almost $600 has been used from the Benton Community Foundation 
donation ($1000) for the Kids Grow program in conjunction with the Seed to Supper classes.  

 As of the end of April, association expenses have exceeded income.  This should be rectified after 
the plant sale on May 7. 

 
President-Elect:  Judith Kenner reported that the first draft of the OMGA Search for Excellence Award  

nomination for the Kids Grow program is complete.  The nomination will be reviewed by Sophie 
Grow, Jennifer Klammer, and Kathy Clark.  The nomination will be submitted before the May 15 

deadline. 
 
Vice President:  Peggy Worthington shared that the speaker for the May 16 association meeting will be  

Lyle Wallace, a student at OSU, whose topic is ‘Green Beans and Tomatoes’.  The first of the 
summer tours (June) will be a field trip to Susi Palmrose’s small farm.  Other tours will be 
announced.  The September picnic will be held at the Floral Courtyard on Sept. 19. 

 
Membership:   The BCMGA annual awards will be formally announced in the next issue of Growing. 

 
OMGA Rep:  Rich Taylor presented the recommendations of the ad hoc committee to discuss the  

funding issues that will be faced by OMGA in 2018 because there will be no Mini College in 
2017 due to the International Master Gardener Conference 2017 in Portland.  OMGA presented 3 
options.  BCMGA recommends option 3 with no deficit spending.  If however, OMGA does 
decide on a deficit-spending budget, the deficit should be covered from OMGA cash reserves.  
Other specific recommendations about how to reduce spending were also made.  Rich will 

present our recommendations to OMGA.   
 
 
Committee Reports 

 

Scholarship:  Pami Opfer reported that there were 8 applications for scholarships this year. 

 

Plant Sale:  Plant Sale has over 10,000 plants this year.  There has been a problem this year with 

our use of the solar barn.  Rodeo equipment was stored in the barn and will not be removed.  We 

will have to adjust to this loss of space by revamping our layout plan.  There has been strong 

volunteer support, but this event can always used more. 

 

Extension 
 

 There will be an Extension Service booth at the Mother Earth News Fair on June 4 at the 

Albany Fairground.  Volunteers from Linn, and possibly Benton, will help staff the 

booth. 

 Brooke and Pami are working on an idea that would be very much like the Pub Science 

lecture series, but this would be for Master Gardeners only, and would be lectures on 

horticultural topics.  These would be help in sites like Pub Science. 



 Preparation for the International Master Gardener Conference 2017 is ramping up.  Look 

for ‘volunteer opportunity’ announcements. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:37. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Paula Lupcho 

Secretary pro tem  

 


