
Benton County Master Gardener Association 

Board Meeting 

March 9, 2015 

 

 
In Attendance:   Hank Beuttel, Kathy Clark, Brooke Edmunds, Josh Gulliver, Susan Hoffman, Steve 

Jacobs, Jennifer Klammer, Paula Lupcho, Janet Magedanz, Pami Opfer, Sandy Piper, Sheila Schweizer, 

Jim Searcy, Jana Tindall, Connie Treloar, Debbie Wray, and Drea Zigler.    

 

Location:  Benton County Extension Offices 

 

President Kathy Clark called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Gardening Moment:   

 Jana Tindall brought a sample of Cuban oregano, a succulent fragrant herb hardy to 20°. 

 Janet Magedanz brought an article about a new self-watering pot that holds a two-liter reserve, 

can be linked to the web, and is programmed with algorithms.  It scheduled for release some time 

in 2015.     

 Janet Magedanz will be responsible for the April Gardening Moment. 

 

Adoption of Minutes:  It was moved, seconded, and passed to adopt the February minutes as 

amended to correct a typo, to change December to January under minutes corrected, to include “before 

summer break” for distribution of membership cards, to add that committee liaisons were encouraged to 

“contact committee chairs during February and discuss the committee’s projects, successes, and 

challenges,” to remove “short-term basis” from Janet Magedanz’s assistance in reconciling the 

Treasurer’s reporting sheets, and to change the wording of the last sentence to accurately represent the 

Master Gardener Association’s payment of $127.50 for delivery of gravel for a Philomath High School 

greenhouse.     

 

Financial Review:  Jim Searcy summarized his review of the 2014 financial records: 

 In general, the financial records are in great shape.  Keeping them accurate is a big responsibility, 

and Steve Naberhuis did a commendable job. 

 The August board minutes did not include that a movement was passed to approve all special 

allocations.  At its April meeting, the board will entertain a motion to correct the August 

minutes.   

 Jana Tindall made a $5.00 arithmetic error on one of her reimbursement requests which resulted 

in a reimbursement less than her receipt.  Jana offered to not request a correction. 

 See attachment for a copy of his written report.    

The board commended Jim for his time and effort to make such a detailed review.   

 

International Search for Excellence Award funding:  Pat and Debbie Wray will be traveling to Iowa to 

accept the International Search for Excellence Award for their work regarding the Plant Problem 

Scenarios.  Paula Lupcho asked the board to consider supporting them financially, even though there is no 

budgeted line item for such an expenditure.  After discussing total potential costs and other possible 

sources of support, it was moved, seconded, and passed to designate $750 out of contingency funds to 

provide funding for Pat Wray to make the trip to Iowa to accept the International Search for 

Excellence Award.  Paula has communicate with the Linn County Master Gardener Association and 

Brooke Edmunds with Derek Godwin regarding funds they might be able to contribute.  Pat will be 

responsible for all documentation and receipts. 

 



Awards:  Sheila Schweitzer and Debbie Wray reminded the board that it’s time to consider annual award 

nominations for the Behind-the-Scenes Award, the Benton County Master Gardener of the Year, and the 

Oregon State Master Gardener of the Year.  Any member can submit nominations.  The board will vote in 

its April meeting.  The nomination for the state award needs to forwarded by May 1st.   

 

Membership Categories:  Sheila Schweitzer and Debbie Wray reported for the ad hoc Membership 

Classification Committee.   

 An “Associate” membership category can be established; however, the board must follow the 

Oregon Master Gardener Association guidelines. 

 Both the OMGA and the BCMGA already recognize non-voting Associate members, so no 

change needs to be made in the Articles of Association. 

 The committee recommends amending the current policy on membership to establish two distinct 

categories of Associate Membership and to clearly define the differences between them. 

 The board will vote in April regarding this suggestion. 

 See attachment for a copy of the committee’s complete written report. 

 

Community Garden Action Team:  Connie Treloar reported that the Community Garden Action Team 

has agreed to assume the Plant-a-Row responsibilities under its umbrella.    

 

Mentors:  Hank Beuttel reported that the mentors have completed their training.  Nine mentors attended 

plus two veterans.  It was well-received and very successful.  The board commended Hank for his work in 

facilitating this training. 

 

Oregon Master Gardener Association: 

 Jana Tindall reported: 

o Mini College will be held at Linfield College this summer August 6-8. 

 On-campus housing will be available plus local hotels. 

 There will be on-line registration. 

 Master Gardener Associations that do not donate to the auction are being asked 

to donate $250. 

 There will be a table for counties to sell items. 

o March 21st is the deadline for articles to be submitted for the May edition of the 

Gardeners’ Pen. 

o The budgeting process has been changed to allow the new officers to have input into the 

budget year during which they serve on the board. 

o The third vice-president position has been eliminated. 

o Retention was again discussed.  It’s a big issue for all counties. 

 OMGA Send-a-Friend: 

o Each year the OMGA contributes a maximum of $200 to county Master Gardener 

Associations to send a member to Mini College. 

o The money must be requested annually.  By unanimous consensus the board agreed to 

add this responsibility to the job description of the Benton County MGA representative 

to the state. 

 Paula Lupcho will check to see that the BCMGA contribution of $500 to support the 

International Master Gardener Association Conference was sent last year.  She will also send this 

year’s $500.   

 Jennifer Klammer will bring the Search for Excellence discussion to the board at the April 

meeting.  Kathy Clark reminded board members that data, including the number of people 

affected by a program, is especially important.   

 



President’s Report: 

 Kathy Clark asked the committee liaison’s to check with their respective committees regarding 

the Committee Fair March 17th. 

 Kathy also reported that the OMGA website has been renovated and now is back online and 

usable. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Paula Lupcho distributed the monthly Treasurer’s Report sheets and responded to a 

few comments for clarification.  She is not including historical data on the monthly summaries to the 

board; although, she does have the information in her records.  Board members who are interested in 

historical comparisons can refer to the 2015 Budget document that was distributed in January.  It has past 

budget history.   

 

Extension Report:   

 Pami Opfer and Brooke Edmunds thanked Paula Lupcho and Debbie Wray for their work on the 

BCMGA directories which are being mailed this coming week.  They are also looking for ways to 

cut the cost of producing the directories. Comments and/or suggestions from the board included: 

o Printing Linn and Benton County membership separately. 

o Including only certified members. 

o Reformating. 

o Distributing them electronically. 

o No decision has been made; however, consensus of the board members was that printed 

directories are convenient and valuable in facilitating connections among Master 

Gardeners. 

 Pami reminded board members that the potluck in conclusion of this year’s training will be 

March 24th at 11:45. 

 Pami announced that Mini College will include an Ask-an-Expert class for which they are 

seeking interested people.   

 Pami and Brooke are considering making changes to the Master Gardener graduation ceremony 

in November and are open to ideas.  They want it to be more of a celebration, more fun.  

 

Liaison Feedback:  Kathy Clark would like a few reports from liaisons at each of the next few board 

meetings.  She expressed a hope that over time a pattern will develop for the board to keep informed 

regarding committee activities. 

 Demonstration Garden:  Jana Tindall contacted Rosalind Hutton.  There is nothing significant to 

report at this time.   

 Outreach:  Jana also contacted Pat Wray who reported no big changes. 

 Gearing Up For Gardening:  Janet Magedanz reported that they had good attendance and that the 

last program had to be cancelled because of illness.  Linn-Benton Community College is no 

longer sending a person to the classes, and sign-up is now being done differently.  Janet will 

confirm LBCC’s plans for future GUFG classes and will reassess how GUFG is organized. 

 Insights into Gardening:  Mary Mellard and Lynne Trimpe are new co-chairs this year.  They 

recognize that expertise changes from year to year and are monitoring expenses closely. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:46 p.m. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Sandy Piper 

Secretary 


