
Benton County Master Gardener Association 

Board Meeting 

March 7, 2016 

 

 
In Attendance:   Hank Beuttel, Christina Clark, Kathy Clark, Brooke Edmunds, Steve Jacobs, Judith 

Kenner, Deb Kern, Jennifer Klammer, Pami Opfer, Sandy Piper, Sheila Schweizer, Jim Searcy, Rich 

Taylor, and Dee Wallace.    

 

Location:  Benton County Extension Offices 

 

President Jennifer Klammer called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 

 

Mission Moment:  Dee Wallace brought two of her favorite gardening tools to share:  a Garden Taproot 

Weeder that has a built-in lever that makes it easy to pry weeds out of the ground, and a Cushion Grip that 

fits on a finger to save wear and tear on one’s finger.     

 

Gardening Moment:  There were no gardening moments shared this month.   

 

2015 Financial Review:  Jim Searcy presented a written copy of his 2015 Financial Review of the 

Benton County Master Gardener Association (copy attached).  Highlights of his report are: 

 Paula Lupcho is doing an outstanding job as Treasurer.   

 Documentation is adequate, including reliable reporting of volunteer hours.  

 Recommendations for Special Allocations and printed copies of the 2015 minutes were not in the 

Extension Office as expected.  Sandy Piper will see that printed copies are complete in the office. 

 Several reimbursement claims were submitted after the 90 days specified in the Board Policy. 

It was moved, seconded, and passed to accept the 2015 Financial Review Report as presented. 

 

Adoption of Minutes:  It was moved, seconded, and passed to adopt the February 1, 2016 minutes 

as amended.  

 

Demo Garden Signage:  Judith Kenner, in an effort to gather data regarding how other counties have 

handled sign-making, received responses from Douglas, Marion, and Lane Counties including pictures of 

their signs, materials used, methods of mounting, source(s) of funding, and design elements.  Comments 

from board members included: 

 Could signs be designed to be used in more than one place? 

 The Demo Garden changes frequently, thus signage needs to be planned in close collaboration 

with Demo Garden planners.  Steve Jacobs will bring the subject up at the coming Demo Garden 

meeting. 

 Judith will contact Douglas County to investigate using some of their designs. 

 

Seasonal Topics for Community Education: 

 Farmers’ Market:  Perhaps signage can be designed to be used also at the Farmers’ Market.   

 Neighborhood Kiosks:  Christina Clark shared what the kiosks will look like.  There will be 30 in 

the beginning with rotating garden information, located in neighborhoods similar to the book 

stands that are established now.  QR codes will be included on a sign on the bottom section of 

each one.  Ruby Moon will submit another request to Special Allocations. 

 

Demo Garden Workshops:  Steve Jacobs reported that the Demo Garden Committee discussed possible 

workshops for summer with an emphasis on motivating people to come to the garden.  They would like to 



move towards more public involvement but are concerned about the size of the volunteer force this year. 

Pami Opfer and Rosalind Hutton discussed getting more support for the workshops and perhaps 

authorizing trainees to use these hours as part of their payback hours.  Kathy Clark expressed concern 

about timing for Wednesday morning Demo Garden maintenance for people who work. 

 

Master Gardener Projects in Benton County:  Jennifer Klammer asked if we still have “Master 

Gardeners at Work” signs that can be put out wherever Master Gardeners are at work.  There were 10 

originally.  They are currently kept in the storage unit by the Extension Offices. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Paula Lupcho was not able to attend the meeting but submitted a written report for 

the March meeting plus her standard financial summaries.  See attachments. 

 

Upcoming Benton County Master Gardener Association Meetings:  Peggy Worthington announced 

these programs: 

 March 21—Joel Shonnard, Water Gardens 

 April 18—Permaculture 

 May 16—Green Beans and Tomatoes 

 

Search for Excellence Nomination:  Judith Kenner reported that the surveys have been sent out to build 

data for the Seed to Supper nomination.  Nominations are due May 15th. 

 

Membership:  Sheila Schweizer reported that the 2016 directories have been mailed.   

 She expressed concern that the date is late this year and suggested that the deadline for submitting 

information be moved to January 15 instead of January 30.  Perhaps the directory could be made 

available on-line which would enable earlier access; however, there is concern about having 

personal information on-line.  No decision was made regarding electronic access.   

 In general, Master Gardeners are not aware of what else is included in the directories.  Perhaps 

Pami Opfer can include a reference to this additional information in a newsletter. 

 Pat Wray has requested photos be included in the directory.  If so, they would be self-selected, 

thus under the control of the gardeners.  No decision was made. 

 Paula Lupcho will have membership numbers at the April meeting. 

 Nominations are due for three awards: 

o County Master Gardener of the Year—submit nominations to Gail Langelotto. 

o State Master Gardener of the Year—not always submitted. 

o Behind the Scenes Award—can be either county or state level. 

 

Oregon Master Gardener Association:  Rich Taylor attended the quarterly meeting and made the 

following comments: 

 Common concerns for all areas of Oregon include recruitment, training, mentors, plant clinic 

anxiety. 

 Owen Dell will be the keynote speaker at the 2016 Mini College. 

 Gail Langelotto is working on the 2017 International Master Gardener Conference that is to be 

held in Portland. 

 The 2017 budget was the biggest topic discussed.  Member dues are the only source of income.  

There are three options: 

1. Proceed with business as usual which will mean taking money out of the reserves. 

2. Fund only basic operating expenses with no products or services. 

3. Pick and choose what to support. 



It was moved, seconded, and passed to form an ad-hoc committee to make 

recommendations to the OMGA.  Rich Taylor (chair), Jennifer Klammer, and Deb Kern will 

serve on this committee. 

 

Committee Updates: 

 Insights into Gardening.  No report. 

 Outreach: Judith Kenner reported that the Outreach Committee is working on the second ad for 

the plant sale.  She took suggestions from the board: to include the date, time, location, and kinds 

of plants; to point out that expert Master Gardeners will be available for consultation, e.g., plant 

selection; to indicate that it’s in a covered area. 

 Scholarship:  Sandy Piper reported that the Marie Madison Scholarship updated brochure and 

application materials are available on the web.   

 Plant Sale:  Kathy Clark reported that the Dig-and-Divides are going well.  March 31st will be 

BYOP—Bring Your Own Plant. 

 Gearing Up for Gardening:  No report 

 Plant Problem Scenarios:  Deb Kern reported that the last session will be this Thursday.  The 

committee distributed a survey at the beginning of the scenarios and will be distributing one after 

the scenarios are finished.  They anticipate positive feedback.   

 Mentor Coordinator:  Hank Beuttel reported that there are more mentors than needed for this 

group of trainees.  Everything is going well. 

 Community Garden Action Team: Seed to Supper: 

 Gearing Up for Gardening:  Dee Wallace reported that it was well-attended this year. 

 

Extension Report:   

Brooke Edmunds reported: 

 They are getting new banners for the Farmers’ Market 

 The Volunteer Reporting System has been simplified with new categories.  She distributed a table 

with the categories, the purpose for each one, and examples of activities that fit into each 

category.  She recognizes that the new system is still confusing and will continue to develop 

explanations as questions arise in using it. 

Pami Opfer reported: 

 She will send an email reminding Master Gardeners about the membership meeting. 

 She is working on the Spring Festival assignments for this year’s trainees. 

 She is going to the Canadian Master Gardener Conference in Ontario in April to promote the 

2017 International Master Gardener Conference in Portland. 

 The Committee Fair will be March 17th. 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Sandy Piper 

Secretary 


