
Benton County Master Gardener Association 
Board Meeting 

February 3, 2014 
 
 
In Attendance:  Kathy Clark, Barb Fick, Gill Glassmire, Derek Godwin (guest), Susan Hoffman, Paula 
Lupcho, Janet Magedanz, Steve Naberhuis, Pami Opfer, Sandy Piper, Sheila Schweizer, Judy Shaw, Ellen 
Tappon, Jana Tindall, Lynn Trimpe, Debbie Wray 
 
Location:  Benton County Offices—Sunset Meeting Room 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 by Janet Magedanz. 
 
OSU Extension Report:  OSU District Administrator Derek Godwin opened the meeting with updates 
on the search process for an Extension Horticulturist and on the plans to cover Pami Opfer’s 
responsibilities during her upcoming maternity leave. 
 
Because Pami will draw her salary during her three-month leave, there will be no funds to hire a 
temporary replacement.  He explained that the administration will rely on Master Gardeners to do some of 
the work and is open to ideas from members of the MGA regarding a plan to such an end.   

• Pami is developing contact lists for each event planned during her absence.  The lists will be 
ready mid-to-late April.   

• Pami will schedule a meeting for her and other staff members to meet with Janet Magedanz to 
discuss covering her responsibilities during her absence. 

 
Three finalists were interviewed for the Extension Horticulturist position.  Derek stressed that the search 
committee does not make the final decision; instead, they submit their recommendation to the OSU 
Administration which follows given protocol for hiring new staff.  The earliest expectation is for the 
selection to be completed by March 1, 2014; however, it could take longer.  Negotiations often depend on 
a myriad of circumstances.  Barb Fick’s contract has been extended to April 15, 2014.  Derek then 
responded to questions/comments from the MGA Board: 

• Sheila Schweizer expressed a concern that losing Barb Fick means losing her extensive 
awareness of Master Gardeners and her advocacy for them which would have a noticeable impact 
on Benton County.  Derek agreed, asking for Master Gardeners to make recommendations to 
meet this challenge.  He plans to instruct the new person initially to emphasize developing 
relationships. 

• Jana Tindall asked how the time for the new horticulturist will be allocated among the three 
counties.  Derek explained that on paper, it will be 40% to Lane County and 60% to Linn and 
Benton Counties.  He expects the reality of time allocation to be one day per week in Lane 
County, three days per week in Linn and Benton Counties, and one day per week flexible. 

• Jana then asked how Lane County will cover the responsibilities of someone like Pami Opfer.  
Derek said that at this time it is unclear, but Lane County has the potential to raise the funds to 
hire support staff. 

• In response to Kathy Clark’s asking who is responsible for training, Derek explained that the 
front office staff is.    

• Judy Shaw asked how Gail Langellotto is expected to be involved.  Derek acknowledged that she 
is the state coordinator but that she is not expected to be present physically. 

Derek ended his report by acknowledging that a search process is stressful for all involved and thanked 
the Master Gardeners for their work. 
 



Mission Moment:   
• Judy Shaw reported that Gearing Up for Gardening has impressed the Benton County Corvallis 

Library with its packed attendance on Tuesdays. 
• Susan Hoffman underlined that Kathy Clark’s presentation at Gearing Up for Gardening was 

truly great. 
• Susan Hoffman and Ellen Tappon both applauded the Seeds-to-Supper Program on Saturdays, 

especially since it has not had a lot of time.  Two new Master Gardener trainees have also become 
involved in this program. 

 
Gardening Moment:  Jana Tindall brought a red anthurium.  She won it as a door prize three years ago 
and has been very successful in keeping it healthy and beautiful. 
 
Adoption of Minutes:   Paula Lupcho noted that Pay Wray accepted the OMGA Search for Excellence 
Award on behalf of the Plant Problem Scenario Committee instead of as an individual.  The minutes for 
the January meeting were then adopted as amended. 
 
Committee Reports:   
 
Membership:  Sheila Schweizer drew to the board’s attention that it’s time to present nominations for 
three annual awards.  Pami Opfer will publish descriptions in the weekly newsletter.  Nominations will be 
accepted from the membership and voted on in the April meeting since the state ones are due in May.  
Judy Shaw clarified that nominations who did not receive the award in the past can be nominated again.  
The awards are: 

1. The state Behind the Scenes Master Gardener Award 
2. The Benton County Master Gardener Award 
3. The State Master Gardener Award which recognizes a contribution at the state level. 

 
Ellen Tappon asked for the board’s input for data for the OMGA Quarterly Report.  Suggestions include 
Seeds-to-Supper, Gearing Up for Gardening, hiring the new Extension Horticulturist, Insights into 
Gardening’s status because of the weather, the board’s retreat.  Ellen also noted that the Benton County 
Master Gardener data base had crashed while Kathi Tucker, who nurses it along, was out of town and that 
Steve Naberhuis was suggesting buying Access.  Amy Jo Detweiler (Central Oregon Master Gardener 
faculty member) is leading the charge to investigate a plant clinic desk database for statewide use.  That 
information has been passed to Kathi Tucker who will follow-up when she returns from Mexico.   
 
Linus Pauling Middle School garden/greenhouse and Corvallis School Garden Network:  Ellen 
Tappon pointed out that there are now eight school gardens and four organizations (including the Master 
Gardeners) who are involved with the Corvallis School Garden Network.   

• Representative members from these organizations have assembled a booklet with one page per 
garden and are considering a spring school garden tour.  They are also considering ways to raise 
funds to maintain these gardens. 

• The Corvallis Boys and Girls Club wants to use the Linus Pauling Middle School greenhouse 
with students from Garfield Elementary School  

• The Corvallis School District requires background checks for anyone working with students in 
the gardens, including Master Gardeners. 

• The BCMGA School Garden Committee now works only at Adams Elementary School.   
• Kathy Clark suggested that a steering committee be established to review this committee’s work 

and allocation of funds, perhaps with one representative from each school with a garden.  
Questions to be considered would include:  (1)  Does the BCMGA want to support only one 
school garden?  If not, what other gardens should be included?  (2)  What should the BCMGA 



support emphasize—financial, information, participation, or some combination of all three 
factors?   

 
Newsletter Editor:  The Benton County Master Gardener Newsletter has not been sent out for at least six 
months; it no longer serves any practical purpose.  The position of Newsletter Editor now serves as a 
liaison between the Master Gardener Association and the Extension office to funnel information to the 
two current Extension publications:  1) one distributed electronically monthly (sometimes twice a month 
if there is a heavy volume of information), and 2) the printed Extension Express. Most of the content of 
the electronic newsletter will also be in the Benton County OSU Master Gardener Weekly Email 
distributed by Pami Opfer; however, the electronic newsletter is also intended to inform a wider 
Extension audience regarding Master Gardeners.  The newsletters will not be paired with the BCMGA 
Speakers’ Bureau that coordinates requests for Master Gardener presentations.  Janet Magedanz will 
identify new Master Gardeners to serve on this committee since previous ones have phased out.   
 
2014 Korean Master Gardener Conference:  Sheila Schweizer will be in Korea during the 2014 
Korean Master Gardener Conference and hopes to be able to attend.  Janet Magedanz will give Sheila 
what information she has about this conference. 
 
Project Grant—American Penstemon Society:  Janet Magedanz asked the board for input whether or 
not to apply for this $1,000 grant.  It obviously is “penstemon intensive” and will require work.  Via 
consensus, the board requested Janet to print the PDF grant application file and communicate with 
members to determine if they want to apply for this grant. 
 
Extension Office Desk Attendance:  Pami Opfer reported that January Master Gardener desk hours were 
great and some have already signed up for February.  The new electronic sign-up seems to be working 
well.  In March, the new trainees will be working with their mentors. 
 
OMGA 2014 Search for Excellence:  Janet Magedanz asked the board for suggestions to nominate for 
this award.  Comments included: 

• The President-Elect is responsible for making this nomination. 
• Seeds-to-Supper will perhaps be ready next year after there has been more time to develop it. 
• Projects with the local schools might also be appropriate for future nominations. 
• Insights into Gardening has been nominated twice but not awarded.  It can be nominated again. 
• Gearing Up for Gardening and Windowsills have each won. 
• Consider Central Park and the Mason Bee Project. 

 
Insights into Gardening co-chairs for 2015:  Janet Magedanz was pleased to announce that Lynn 
Trimpe and Mary Mellard have agreed to be co-chairs for Insights into Gardening. 
 
Corvallis Senior Center Request:  Janet Magedanz relayed that, via the Speakers’ Bureau, the Corvallis 
Senior Center has requested Master Gardener classes or individual talks with the possibility of developing 
a garden.  Judy Shaw suggested a clinic table to be located there.  Susan Hoffman suggested presentations 
about chickens—Christine Clark, Drea Zigler, or Stephanie Albright could be approached. 
 
LBCC Thank You:  Janet Magedanz relayed a thank-you from LBCC for the funds they received from 
the Master Gardeners.  The money was used to purchase grafting knives for plant propagation.   
 
Treasure’s Report:  Steve Naberhuis brought overheads of the current financial report, drawing attention 
to Insights into Gardening registration being down about $3,000 from last year and expressing concern for 



the 2014 plant sale given the harsh weather might have damaged potted plants.  His opinion is that the 
BCMGA is OK; however, we need to be aware and cautious as we move forward.   
 
A motion was made to rescind the PAR (Plant a Row for the Hungry) allocation for the Linus Pauling 
Middle School because the responsibility for that program is now being coordinated by the Linus Pauling 
Institute.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
Discount Cards for Master Gardener Association members were given to Membership Co-Chairs Sheila 
Schweizer and Debbie Wray to verify membership.  After verification, Steve Naberhuis will print 
discount amounts for the various nurseries and glue them to the backs of the cards. 
 
Appendices and Board Job Descriptions:   

• Action regarding Board Job Descriptions was postponed until the March Master Gardener  
Board Meeting. 

• The Board adopted the changes to the new Oregon State University forms for Appendix B and 
Appendix C. 

• The Board approved the new Appendix D, the Special Allocation Request Form. 
•  It was moved, seconded, and passed unanimously to include Appendix D in the Master 

Gardeners’ Policies and Procedures.   
 

Bill Glassmire suggested that specific wording be, “We comply with Oregon State University” instead of 
citing a specific text for Appendix D, because texts change and a web search could bring up an old 
version.  No action was taken on this suggestion. 
 
Extension Report, Pami Opfer: 

• The pruning workshop had a good turn-out.  Perhaps a tomato-grafting workshop will be 
conducted in the future.  If so, Ellen Tappon suggested that, since root stock seed is very 
expensive, any extras not needed for the class could be sold as an additional fundraiser. 

• Lynn Trimpe pointed out that the OSU Master Gardener Mini College this coming summer will 
include grafting, Mason bees, and soils. 

• The Master Gardener Directory will be assembled after the dues deadline before the end of 
February so Pami Opfer can do it before her maternity leave. 

• Pami and Barb Fick will work on a task list identifying people to contact when Pami is away. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 p.m. 


