
Benton County Master Gardener Association 
Board Meeting 
January 5, 2015 

 
 
In Attendance:   Hank Beuttel, Kathy Clark, Brooke Edmunds, Josh Gulliver, Susan Hoffman, Steve 
Jacobs, Jennifer Klammer, Paula Lupcho, Janet Magedanz, Steve Naberhuis, Pami Opfer, Sandy Piper, 
Sheila Schweizer, Jana Tindall, Connie Treloar, and Debbie Wray.    
 
Location:  Benton County Extension Offices 
 
President Kath Clark called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Mission Moment:   

• Janet Magedanz reminded board members that the first 2015 Gearing Up for Gardening lecture 
will be the following day at noon in the Benton County Corvallis Library Meeting Room.   

• Jana Tindall had posters for board members to distribute for Insights into Gardening, February 7th 
at LaSells Stewart Center on the OSU campus. 

• Paula Lupcho pointed out that these two events are major Benton County Master Gardener 
activities that are in sync with its mission. 

 
Gardening Moment:   

• Kathy Clark brought a small spray of flowers from plants in her garden that are blooming now in 
the midst of winter. 

• Debbie Wray reported that she read about a new grafted plant that produces both tomatoes and 
potatoes. 

• Jennifer Klammer will be responsible for the February Gardening Moment. 
 
Introductions:  Kathy Clark asked each board member give his/her name followed by sharing a specific 
interest or passion regarding gardening.  The wide variety of responses included:  vegetables and edibles, 
rhododendrons, ecology, aquaponics and hydroponics, native plants, paths, garden art, anything to lift 
one’s spirits, dahlias, flowers appropriate for cutting, fragrances, fruit trees, berries, and general 
gardening. 
 
Adoption of Minutes:  It was moved, seconded, and passed to adopt the December minutes as 
written.   
 
Mentor Assignments:  Hank Beuttel reported that, to date, eight master gardeners have agreed to be a 
mentor to a trainee and several have indicated that they might serve as mentors; however, there are 24 
trainees needing a mentor.  He will continue to recruit and set a training schedule.   
 
Ad-hoc Committee on Defining Outreach Hours:  Committee members Sheila Schweizer, Paula 
Lupcho, and Kathy Clark confirmed that currently there are no state standards associated with the 
reporting categories, including outreach; however, one of Gail Langellotto’s 2015 goals is to assemble 
major players at the state level to establish standards.  Until then, reporting standards are determined by 
county agents.  Brooke Edmunds confirmed that the current Benton County standard is for an annual 
minimum of 6 hours of continuing education and 10 hours of public outreach.  See the attached report 
from this committee for additional details, including their recommendations.  Brooke and Pami agreed 
to distribute examples of activities that qualify as public outreach, including examples for individuals 
who aren’t comfortable relating to the general public.    



 
Being on the Board:   

• Kathy Clark announced that this year there will not be a general board retreat; instead, she will 
wait until a specific issue arises and schedule a retreat to address that need.   

• Kathy distributed a sheet presenting the Attorney General of Oregon’s summary of the key 
responsibility (stewardship) and rights of board members.  They then divided into pairs and 
discussed what stewardship meant to each person. 

 
Non-Profit Board Training:  Paula Lupcho, Drea Zigler, Josh Gulliver, and Hank Beuttel will attend 
this training January 24th and report back to the board at its February 2nd meeting. 
 
Financial Review:  Jim Searcy will review the board’s financials in February and report to the board in 
March. 
 
Training Hospitality:  This year Benton County is responsible for hospitality for the Master Gardener 
Training, which involves (1) providing snacks for this initial session (January 13th) before the trainees 
have a chance to provide their own weekly snacks and (2) overseeing the potluck at the awards ceremony.  
Training hospitality alternates years with Linn County. 
 
Definition of Associate Member:  Sheila Schweizer and Debbie Wray, Co-Chairs of Membership, plus 
Paula Lupcho and Jennifer Klammer will  gather information regarding defining an Associate Member 
and report at the February or March Meeting. 
 
Committee Chairs and Liaisons:   

• Kathy Clark distributed a list of current committee chairs and co-chairs and asked which board 
members are already associated with any of the committees.  The goal is to understand which 
committee already has a connection to the board and to establish communication liaisons with 
those that don’t.     

• Plant a Row has been inactive and currently has no chair.  The board discussed how to best serve 
the function of this committee.   

o It was moved and seconded to fold the responsibilities of Plant a Row into the 
Community Garden Action Committee. 

o It was then moved and seconded to change the verb to “recommend folding” the 
responsibilities into the Community Garden Action Committee. 

o It was then moved, seconded, and passed to postpone the discussion on the above 
motions until the February board meeting.  Consensus of the board was that the 
Community Garden Action Committee members would want to discuss this shift in 
responsibilities. 

o It was moved, seconded, and passed to eliminate the Plant a Row Committee. 
 
Policy Review Process:  Kathy Clark distributed a table outlining the document and policy review 
timetable, specifically identifying the ones due to be reviewed in 2015.  Consensus of the board was to 
postpone this conversation until the April meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Steve Naberhuis distributed copies of the Treasurer’s Report. 

• The board corrected the amount needed for the 2015 Barb Fick Training Grant to $120 (from 
$500). 

• It was moved, seconded, and passed to approve the year-end Treasurer’s Report as 
amended. 



• The board discussed signatures for the Benton County Master Gardener Account at First Tech 
Federal Credit Union.  It was moved, seconded, and passed that Steve Naberhuis, Treasurer 
for 2014, and Bill Glassmire, Past President, shall be removed as signers on the BCMGA 
account, and that the following people are approved as signers for the BMCGA checking 
account for 2015: 

o Kathy Clark, President (2014 President-Elect and approved signer for 2014) 
o Janet Magedanz, Past President (2014 President and approved signer for 2014) 
o Paula Lupcho, Treasurer (new signer) 
o Jennifer Klammer, President Elect (new signer). 

 
Extension Report:   

• Brooke Edmunds distributed an organization chart for the Benton County Master Gardener 
Program and a table presenting the roles and responsibilities of the OSU Extension Master 
Gardener Program, the Oregon Master Gardener Association, and Oregon Master Gardener 
Association.   

• Pami Opfer reminded board members that training begins next Tuesday the 13th.  This year there 
are 24 new trainees from both Linn and Benton County. 

 
Good of the Organization:   

• Kathy Clark opened the floor to questions and/or comments.  Jana Tindall reminded board 
members to come to the Association meeting January 19th where the program will be on pruning. 

• Kathy presented Janet Magedanz with her spray of winter flowers and a gift certificate as tokens 
of the board’s appreciation for her great job as president. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:57 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Sandy Piper 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 


