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Industries related to surimi and surimi products are active in Korea. In this as-
pect, I visited OSU Seafood Lab in 2003-2004 and vacation periods after that to 
study surimi and surimi products. It was a great luck for me to be able to meet 
Prof. Park's research team and utilize excellent equipment for Surimi processing 
and its characteristic analysis. 

Even though I travel to many cities around the world, I always miss the quiet As-
toria in Oregon. Crying of Astoria seals, night markets, neighboring coastal 
cities, the Washington Bridge, and most of all, members of Seafood lab. 

I still talk about my wife and sons and my life at that time. I am always thankful 
Professor Park, Professor Morrissey and Professor Su who have been very help-
ful in research and settlement, and Nancy, Susan Hansell, Hunt Angee, Craig 
Holt and many others who supported me on my studies. 

Life at Seafood Lab in Oregon State University is always appreciated because it 
seems to have been a great foundation for the study of fisheries in Korea. I 
want to finish my writing with my hope that all those who have lived together 
at the time would be able to contribute to the development of the fisheries 
food industry by conducting a good research in the fisheries food field in all 
over the world.  

JIN-SOO KIM 
OSU-SFL 2003-2004 

I would like to thank Dr. Jae W. Park for his 
guidance and support during my PhD thesis 
and after my graduation. You have set an ex-
ample of excellence as a researcher, mentor, 
instructor, and role model. THANK YOU. 

Okan Esturk 

PhD 2003-PARK 
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Working at the OSU Seafood Lab was one of the best experiences of my life.  We 
had such a great group of people that were always ready to have fun and enjoyed 
spending time together.  Some of the events we had were the Lab Olympics, went 
camping together in Grays River, played elk field golf, had fabulous Christmas Par-
ties and laughed….a lot!  My cousin, Nancy Chamberlain was in the office and so 
was Toni Miethe (CEDC Fisheries)  and we were always laughing about something! 
I met so many amazing people and students working there.  We got to try many 
strange foods and many delicious ones from other countries. I participated in the 
first OSU Surimi School and was able to watch it grow under Dr. Park’s leadership 
and, it is amazing to see what it has become today.  Some of the highlights of being 
a part of Surimi School were meeting all of the people that have attended from all 
over the world, working with Dr. Park and his students and helping to organize a 
successful school each year.  It was always an exhausting time of year, but very re-
warding.  Amazingly, 10 years after I left the OSU Seafood Lab, Dr. Park hired my 
daughter, Katie Burgher to work in the lab and she, too, got to participate in Surimi 
School.  Things really do come full circle!  Dr. Park is a wonderful person to work for 
and to have as a friend. 

Tami Burgher 
OSU-SFL 1994-2005 

I feel fortunate to have worked at the SFL.  I learned 
so many things from the Professors, visiting profes-
sors, graduate students and staff.  It was the best 
place to work with so many great memories.  Everybody 
worked so hard, but we did have many fun social 
events. The Lab Olympics; Camping in Grays River and 
having students with us during holidays. I recall the 
first Surimi School and baby Ian in his basket in the 
office.  Editing manuscripts and Dr. Park's text-
book.  Ohmic heating, surimi bombs, oysters--yuck! It 
was good to see the student's become good friends, 
from so many countries, and I think being at the SFL 
and off campus made those friendships stronger.  My 
best wishes to all of you!   Thanks for the memories  

NANCY CHAMBERLAIN 
OSU-SFL 1983-2003 



STUDENT AWARDS 

JACEK JACZYNSKI 
 Research Assistant Award, American Institute of Fishery Research Biologists,

2000. 

 PFT Student Travel Award, 2001

 IFT Seafood Technology Division Graduate Student Paper Competition, 1st Award,

2001. 

 Mamie Markham Award, HMSC, OSU, 2001

 PFT Student Travel Award, 2002

OKAN ESTURK 
 Bill Wick Marine Fishery Award, HMSC, 2000. 

TANA TUNGKAWACHARA 
 Walter Jones Fishery Development Award, HMSC, OSU, 2001.

 William Wick Marine Fisheries Award, HMSC, OSU, 2001

 Oregon State University Graduate Conference, 2002. The 2nd place in the oral

presentation competition, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon.

 Research Assistance Award, 2002, American Institute of Fisheries Research

Biologists (AIFRB), Bethesda, Maryland.

 William Wick Marines Fisheries Award, 2003.  HMSC, OSU.

PANIDA PONGVIRATCHAI 
 Curtis and Isabella Holt Education Fund Award, HMSC, OSU, 2001

MYEONG R. CHOI 
 Mamie Markham Award, HMSC, OSU, 2001

SUPAWAN THAWORNCHINSOMBUT 
 Reynolds Scholarship, HMSC, OSU, 2002

JOODONG PARK 
 Walter Jones Fishery Award, HMSC, OSU, 2006-2007

 Walter Jones Fishery Award, HMSC, OSU, 2007-2008



I started my graduate studies at OSU in the fall 
of 2005 after an in person interview with Dr. Park 
during Surimi School 2005.  Dr. Park’s first words 
to me when we met in person were “Wow! You are a 
big guy!”  He has always been very observant. 

I started out as a Masters student at OSU and af-
ter about a year in the program I came home tell-
ing my wife, Erin, that all the other students 
were talking about applying for Ph.D. programs. 
Erin asked me if I was going to as well and I 
promised her that I was not.  Jump to the follow-
ing week and Dr. Park calls me into his office and 
says he thinks my research was more suited to a 
Ph.D.  Needless to say I had to go home and tell 
Erin that I was going to get a Ph.D.  Dr. Park has 
always been a very persuasive person and I am ex-
tremely grateful for that. 

I did not appreciate it at the time, but Dr. Park 
was always great at pushing students farther than 
they would push themselves.  This is especially 
true of me as a student.  I will be eternally 
grateful to Dr. Park for seeing in me what I did 
not see in myself.  His guidance and mentorship 
has been invaluable to me and has helped me 
throughout my career.  

ZACHARY REED 

PHD 2010-PARK 
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I think I should be very grateful to be a member of this 

research group. When I went to Seafood lab for the first 

time, Dr. Park told me that he was a professor who cared 

about his students and now I understand that not many 

professors do what he does.  

He asked Sand to help me moving out from Corvallis to 

Astoria. He also often invited us to his house. We got the 

chance to taste homemade Korean foods. Sony’s dishes 

are very tasty, by the way. Besides, Dr. Park also still 

spared the time to review my paper after my graduation. 

Those are just some of many things that he has done. 

When I was in Seafood lab, I met Angee, Sand, Aoy, 

Matt, Tao, Yuka, and a few visiting professor/associate 

professor from either China or Korea. I remember one 

time I saw Angee working with her husband on brined 

shrimp project. It was at night at that time and I thought 

it was very sweet that they support each other that way.  

Other lab members are very nice. Aoy helped me settle 

in Corvallis and Sand helped me get used to lab and the 

equipments. For Sand, sure his pranks are also 

memorable.  

Zatil Afrah Athaillah 

MS 2013-PARK



STUDENT AWARDS 

ZACHARY REED 
 Pacific Fisheries Technologists Annual Meeting Student’s Paper Competition

i. Third place, Seattle, Washington, 2010

ii. First place, Portland, Oregon, 2009

iii. First place, San Francisco, California, 2008

 Institute of Food Technologists Annual Meeting Aquatic Food Products Division

Student’s Paper Competition

i. Third place, Anaheim, California, 2009

ii. Second place, New Orleans, Louisiana, 2008

iii. Second place, Chicago, Illinois, 2007

PANCHAPORN TADPITCHAYANGKOON 
 The second prize, Graduate student’s oral competition, Pacific Fisheries

Technologists, San Francisco, CA, Feb 3-6, 2008

SAMANAN POOWAKANJANA 
 The second prize, Graduate student’s paper poster competition, Pacific Fisheries

Technologists, Portland, OR, Feb 23-25, 2009

 The second prize (Oral presentation) at the PFT meeting (Seattle, WA), Feb 21-24,

2010 

 Walter Jones Fishery Award, HMSC, OSU, 2008-2009

MATT FOWLER 
 North Pacific Research Board Graduate Student Research Award in

2013 ($25,000 for his MS program) – Salmon blood plasma to control texture

softening of surimi and salmon fillets.

 PFT student’s oral competition, 3rd Place, Monterey, CA. Feb 2014.

ZATIL ATHAILLAH 
 The third place, IFT Aquatic Food Product Division Graduate Student’s Paper

Competition, IFT, Chicago, July 12-16, 2013

http://www.nprb.org/education/gsra.html
http://www.nprb.org/education/gsra.html



