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Just “Another Roadside Attraction”—full frontal gardens are everywhere. 
 
Grasslands around the grand houses and castles of the English aristocracy made it 
easier to keep watch on marauding foes as well as providing space for grazing 
livestock. 
 
Edwin Budding, English engineer, develops the first mechanized lawn mower in 
1830.  By 1890’s lawn mowers were available at lower prices. 
 
Mass production of lawn mowers in post World War II era. 
 
The Belmont goats hard at work on an undeveloped city block—only in Portlandia. 
 
 The tyranny of the lawn—“uniform, no intruding weeds, mown at a height of 1-1/2 
inch and neatly edged.”   
 
Hidden from prying eyes. 
 
A revealing hedge—an oxymoron or not? 
 
Hardiman Horticultural Haven  
Challenge of linking the scale and mass of the house to the sidewalk.  Steep grass 
banks exacerbate the problem. 
Traditional foundation plantings too small—no context. 
Wall becomes frame for house and garden. 
Roofline as canopy and overstory while wall garden serves as understory. 
Gravel gardens establish a final link between the house, wall garden and street. 
Wall and gravel gardens dialog with the streetscape and neighborhood.  
 Community building through gardening—our philosophy revealed. 
 
Ford Garden 
The garden as an art gallery showcases the work, talent and imagination of the 
homeowners. 
Vernacular architecture linked to the garden through walls, color and shape. 
 
Rustin, Washington Garden 
Old World charm speaks to the street. 
Driveway as garden—not functional but who cares.  Clear cone of vision from the 
sidewalk and street. 
 



Jennings/Teutsch Garden 
Parkway as part of front garden—space feels larger and more generous.  Seamless 
transition from street to front door. 
Near the front door a small terrace sequestered from the street. 
 
Coleman/Cohen Garden 
This is not your grandmother’s Victorian house or garden. 
Ornate iron fence, gate and hedges provide physical separation between public and 
private spaces in the front garden. 
Vivid garden with plants color coordinated to match the architecture of a 
gingerbread fantasy. 
 
Vetter Garden 
In a neighborhood without sidewalks the garden goes right to the street. Privacy for 
the homeowner and a luscious view for the neighbors year-round. 
A trellis and artful plantings screen the driveway. 
 
Youngbar Garden 
Passionate gardeners’ response to a small lot begins in the front garden with 
removal of all the lawn. 
Pathway connects front entry pathway and driveway. 
 
Crockett Garden 
A garden designer starts from scratch. 
Steel fencing and panels separate the sidewalk borders from the inner sanctum. 
The fence is translucent in places and opaque in others.   
There is playful tension between public and private. 
Open entry affords views of the garden within. 
Sculpture, stone, containers and plants arranged in vignettes. 
 
Schultz Gardens 
This is the tale of the three gardens.  Together they offer a glimpse into the ever-
evolving ethos of the designer. 
No lawn just a plethora of plants in a haze of silver-blue, russet, merlot and green. 
Cape Cod transformed into a quintessential Northwest regional style with the 
addition of cedar shingles. 
Massed ornamental grasses create tension and contrast with the unyielding shapes 
of the hedges. 
Garden number three showcases Michaels’ distinctive use of concrete in landscape. 
The lawn is gone replaced by sword ferns and painted rocks  
 
Wynton/Pajunas Garden 
Small urban garden combines design with sustainable principles. 
Rain garden, green roof and native hedgerow. 



 
Co-housing development, Whidbey Island, WA 
 
Cottage garden extends to the sidewalk. 
 
Front courtyard as the focal point of the front garden and transition to the porch. 
 
Color coordinated garden and bungalow. 
 
Green roof tops new construction. 
 
Garden cascades down a steep slope. 
 
Nursery display gardens play to the street showcasing plant combinations. 
 
Hanging gardens in Seattle—all in containers. 
 
An urban daylily breeder extends her trial gardens to the street. 
 
Sias Garden 
Mixed border hugs the sidewalk connecting to the vegetable garden. 
Lawn replaced with a potager. 
 
Lynch Garden 
Cancer survivor celebrates life with a shared curbside veggie garden. 
 
Drive-by vegetable gardens—seen from the street. 
Food production on the curb. 
Espaliers and veggie beds are the front garden. 
Driveway redux. 
 
Belltown Pea Patch, Seattle, WA 
Community garden carved out of commercial area. 
Gift to the city. 
 
Youth hostel grounds  are site of rain water collection and recycling. 
 
City of Portland bioswale.  Problems with maintenance and garbage. 
 
City of Newberg Demonstration Garden 
 
Guerilla gardening in an upscale neighborhood. 
 
Restaurant parking lot plantings featuring dry land plants with ¼-10 gravel mulch. 



 
 Hotel garden extends to the sidewalk. 
 
Poetry as an expression of garden images and sensory delights. 
 
Portal creates focus. 
 
What you see is what you get—playing with scale. 
 
An ‘open door’ policy. 
 
A topiary face marks the place. 
 
Community togetherness on a cob bench built by neighbors. 
 
Found materials crafted into a bench on Whidbey Island. 
 
Municipal plantings paired with an art installation. 
 
Window box melds the garden and house. 
 
Pick a title. 
 
Bus stop or art? 
 
Camouflaging the electric meter. 
 
Hand crafted guardrails from a bygone era. 
 
What’s left of the lawn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 


